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Jamie Conner is a Mendocino County local who grew up in Redwood 
Valley, where she participated in the local rodeos, high school rodeo, 
and 4-H. Jamie attended Chico State, where she received a bachelor’s 
degree in Animal Science.
Jamie graduated from Midwestern University in Glendale, AZ in 2022. 
She studied mixed animal medicine with an interest in ruminant and 
equine medicine. She is glad to be living back in the county with her 
husband where she has the opportunity to serve her local community 
working as an associate veterinarian at Mendocino Equine and Live-
stock.

Vet on Scene

FRED BARRY
Message from 
our President:

Welcome to the 98th Annual Willits Frontier Days events and our 
theme this year: “Cowboys and Cadillacs.”
 I would like to welcome each of you to this year’s Fourth of July 
events we have a little something for everyone.  This is the one 
time of the year that everyone comes together to celebrate family 
reunion, class reunions or they just come home to visit.
We have had a lot of changes over the years, but one thing remands 
the same our communities support and commitment to assure each 
year is a success.
I Hope your visit with us is not only entertaining, but memorable.
I personally would like to thank our board for hanging in there with 
me it takes all of us to pull this together.  Lets all have fun and make 
new memories together.
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The fine print:

Above: Willits Frontier Days Vice President Marcy Barry, left, and President, Fred 
Barry, right, stand with past Sweetheart, and daughter Danielle, who recently 
graduated from Feather River College.

212 South Main Street | Downtown Willits, CA
707-459-1214

Hours:  Monday – Friday: 9 am - 6 pm
Saturday & Sunday: 10 am - 5 pm

Our family would like to thank the communities throughout Mendocino 
County for their continued support and love over the last 15 years. We 
started this business with you in mind!  Our goal is to offer quality hay & 
grain, pet food & pet supplies as well as some fun things to keep your 
shopping experience new and exciting! We continue to expand on toys 
and gifts throughout the store and now offer a full lunch menu 7 days a 
week in our Sweet Shop. We still offer our customer favorites, Cowlick’s 
Handmade Ice Cream and KemmyHandmade Ice Cream and Kemmy’s Homemade Pies. 
To make your shopping trip even sweeter, store owner Darlene Bixler 
continues to make our handmade fudge. We’ve continued to grow our 
Clothing Department. In addition to our work and western brands, we 
have included outdoor lifestyle brands as well as some fashion and 
contemporary brands to best suit the needs of our community.  There 
truly is something for everyone at JD Redhouse & Company and we 
thank you for shopping at your locally owned mercantile in the heart of 
downtown Willits.downtown Willits.
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Friday, June 21:
HOMETOWN CELEBRATION
Main Street - Downtown Willits | 5 to 9 pm

Saturday, June 22:
SWEETHEART JUDGING
Appearance & Poise
10 am |  Rodeo Grounds

Sunday, June 23:
HORSESHOW
Jack Tharp Arena | 8 am
SWEETHEART JUDGING
Horsemanship:
During Horse Show | Jack Tharp Arena

Friday, June 28: 
CARNIVAL OPENS
TRUCK & TRACTOR PULLS
Jack Tharp Arena | 6 pm
Adult: $20, Child (12 & under): $10
STREET DANCE 
featuring Flat Busted
Following truck pulls | Free

Sunday, June 30: 
SWEETHEART CROWNED

Wednesday, July 3: 
CCPRA PROFESSIONAL RODEO
7 pm | Jack Tharp Arena
Box: $25, Adult: $20, Child (12 & under): $10
WESTERN DANCE 
featuring Chad Bushnell
Following rodeo | Free

Thursday, July 4: 
HORSESHOE CONTEST
Rec Grove Park | 10 am
PARADE “Cowboys and Cadillacs”
Main Street - Downtown Willits | 11 am
COUNTRY MUSIC RODEOLA
Rec Grove Park | Noon
BEEF BARBECUE
Rec Grove Park | Noon
Adult: $20 & Child (12 & under)/Senior: $12
CCPRA PROFESSIONAL RODEO
Jack Tharp Arena | 4 pm
Box: $25, Adult: $20, Child (12 & under): $10

Friday, July 5: 
LIONS COWBOY BREAKFAST
Rec Grove Park | 7 am
Adult: $13, Child (12 & under): $9
JUNIOR RODEO
Jack Tharp Arena | 8 am 
Adult: $10, Child (12 & under): $5

More info and entry forms: 
www.WillitsFrontierDays.com

2024 Schedule of Events

Saturday, July 6: 
BULLS & BRONCS: Jack Tharp Arena | 
7 pm | Adult: $10, Child (12 & under): $5 

NEW THIS YEAR!

Thank you 
to our major 

sponsors 
for 2024

Infants aged 2 and under are admitted for free to WFD events. Prices, dates and events subject to change.

Willits 
Frontier 

Days 
BOARDS 

2024

In 1926, the Willits Development Association 
came up with the idea of sponsoring a 
community activity to raise funds for the 
construction of a much-needed hospital. 
Through the efforts of many prominent 
citizens, including Dr. Raymond Babcock, 
Frank Taft, Judge E.M. Whitney, Judge Fred 
Foord, Deed Wimmer, Frank and Bill Whitney, 
Joe Quadrio, Edward Morris, Carl Edenfeldt, 
Allen Sacry and the American Legion Post, a 
plan was hatched, and the first Willits Frontier 
Days Rodeo occurred in July 1927.
Coincidentally, at this same time, Frank R. 
Howard, the young son of Charles S. Howard, 
owner of Ridgewood Ranch and champion 
racehorse Seabiscuit, was injured in an 
automobile accident at the ranch. The boy’s 
doctor, Dr. Babcock, approached Howard 

about erecting a hospital in Willits in memory 
of young Frank, who did not survive the fatal 
crash. Mr. Howard agreed and decided to 
build the Frank R. Howard Memorial Hospital 
shortly thereafter.
Even though the original idea of having a 
rodeo to fund construction of a hospital was 
no longer necessary, the American Legion 
decided to carry on with their plans for the 
event anyway.
The celebration was an instant success, and 
the American Legion ran the show until 1932, 
when the Willits Volunteer Fire Department 
accepted the leadership role. Looking to 
the future, the fire department borrowed 
money to improve the rodeo grounds by 
having individual volunteer firefighters sign 
promissory notes.

The Willits Frontier Days Association was 
born and incorporated in 1950, when a 
group of local businessmen and ranchers 
took over the proverbial “reins” of the event. 
The continuity of Willits Frontier Days has 
remained unbroken since 1926.
As a non-profit organization, Willits Frontier 
Days still operates as it did in the beginning, 
with no associated individual or organization 
getting any financial reward. Residents and 
clubs work together to put on the events and 
decide together how to spend the profits of 
each show to benefit our community.
Interested in getting involved and helping the 
tradition of Willits Frontier Days continue into 
the future? Call 707-459-6330 or email us at: 
willitsfrontierdays@gmail.com for information 
on joining.

Executive Board:
From left: Secretary Tracy 
Evans, Treasurer June 
Sizemore,  President Fred Barry, 
Second Vice President Hailey 
Riley, Vice President Marcy 
Barry, honorary helper, Maggie 
Jennison, in front. 

Board of Directors and honored 
advisors: 
From left: Bruce Cartwright, 
Karen Cavanaugh, Jeff Cook, 
Genevieve Neary, Lee Persico 
and Chris Neary. Not Pictured: 
Matt Harbour, Steven Hoyle and 
Steve Spackman.

Above:

At left:
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Catie Spackman will also be look-
ing to ride and smile her way to 
the crown as she, too, will com-
pete for the title of Willits Frontier 
Days Sweetheart this year.
Spackman, 18, is a senior at Wil-
lits High School and celebrated 
her birthday on January 24. Her 
immediate Willits family includes 
parents Steve and Natalie Spack-
man, brother Brian, and grandpar-
ents Jackie and Mark Spackman.
Currently, Spackman is the WHS 
Senior Class Secretary, a mem-
ber of the Willits Frontier Days 
Juniors, serves at the 1st Vice 
President for the Willits FFA chap-
ter, and will be taking a hog to the 
Redwood Empire Fair in August.
Catie is currently working at Stay 
and Play Dog Care, where she 
helps care for the animals, helps 
manage scheduling, and more.
After graduation, Spackman plans 

to attend Mendocino College for 
two years, getting her general ed-
ucation squared away, and then 
plans to major in Liberal Arts and 
Business with the goal of becom-
ing an elementary or kindergarten 
teacher in the future. She is also 
currently volunteering in the kin-
dergarten/ TK class of Mrs. Katie 
Cooley, where she gets on-the-job 
experience for what that career 
path could look like.
Spackman has been around the 
Willits Frontier Days ground for 
many years, and is excited to run 
for Sweetheart this year, and rep-
resent her hometown.
“I want to thank Danielle Barry 
for helping me with my run,” said 
Spackman. “Of course also I want 
to thank my family, and also Bruce 
Cartwright for letting me ride Cin-
der.”
Spackman can be reached via 
text or call at 707-354-3577.

Elena Arkelian, 18, will run for the title of Willits Frontier Days Sweet-
heart during the 98th annual event this June and July.
Arkelian is a senior and soon-to-be-graduate with the Class of 2024 at 
Willits High School. After graduation, Arkelian looks to attend college, 
and pursue a career in agriculture.
An active member of the Willits FFA chapter, Arkelian plans to take a 
heifer and market lamb to the Redwood Empire Fair in August, and en-
joys riding horseback, helping her dad work cattle at their ranch, and 
working with her animals. She has several dogs, cats, sheep, cattle and 
horses at home.
When not with the animals, Arkelian enjoys spending time playing bas-
ketball and softball and being a member of the Willits Frontier Days 
Juniors club.
With the encouragement of family and friends, including parents Dan 
and Samantha and siblings Lisa, Dana and Joe, and mentor and sup-
porter Nicol Persico Kunka, Arkelian is excited to run for the title of 
Sweetheart this year.
“Running for Sweetheart is something I have always planned to do,” 
said Arkelian. “This was just the right year to finally get to do it.”
Contact by calling or texting her for tickets and information at 707-354-
2877.

Catie Catie 
SpackmanSpackman

ELENA ELENA 
ARKELIANARKELIAN

PLEASE RESPECT THE CONTEST and allow our Sweetheart to sell tickets her-
self. Willits Frontier Days will not allow online campaigning or encouragement of 
family or friends helping the contestant sell the tickets in any way. If you want to 
show your support for the contestant this year, please let anyone interested know 
that they can reach her directly at the phone number listed. Thank you!

Interviews originally published in Willits Weekly, Edition #547 | April 25, 2024
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Thanks to CalFire
For keeping our grounds looking great!

Chamberlain Creek Crew 3: from left to right, top row: Tanner Flagg, Ben McConnell, John Paoli, Garrett Leonardo, Jordan Kirkpatrick, 
Byron Mendoza, Colten Boatwright, Austin Osier, and Robin Noel. Bottom row: Diego Hidalgo, Colby Hathcoat, and Juan Morales.
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Honorary Grand Marshal
Jim Pinches

WILLITS, CA

261 Franklin Avenue
Willits

707-459-2529

Proud supporter of the
98th Annual

The Willits Frontier Days Board of Directors proudly announces the recipient of the 
2024 Willits Frontier Days Grand Marshal award: Jim Pinches. Jim is a long-time sup-
porter of Willits Frontier Days and is the owner of Laytonville Disposal Septic. When 
our board needs a helping hand at the rodeo grounds, you just call him and he will be 
there with a big smile and a joke. Jim not only helps us out, he works seven days a 
week always helping community organizations when needed.
Jim was born in 1946 at Howard Memorial Hospital to Elmer “Sully” and Eleanor 
Pinches, raised on the Black Rock Ranch on Dos Rios Road out of Laytonville, gradu-
ating from Laytonville High School in 1965. Shortly thereafter, he was drafted into the 
U.S. Army. During basic training at Fort Ord he was on his way to Vietnam when his 
plane landed to fuel up his orders were changed and he was sent to South Korea 
where he served as a generator mechanic on surface to air missiles high in the moun-
tains looking over North Korea on the DMZ.
Jim has five children, six grandchildren and several great grandchildren. Throughout 
Jim’s life he has seen the world change in many ways. He has experienced so much 
love, generosity, and joy as well as times of tragedy, loss and struggle. Through his 
examples we see that a good sense of humor, the willingness to persevere and a deep 
love for family, community, country, and the 49ers can get you through anything.
Thank you Jim, for your kindness and all you have done, and that you continue to do. 

Grand Marshal
John Pinches

Willits Frontier Days Board of Directors is proud to announce their decision to honor 
John E. Pinches as the 2024 Independence Day Parade Honorary Grand Marshal. 
John has always supported Willits Frontier Days, announcing the Junior Rodeos many 
times, riding in the 4th of July parades. John thrilled spectators at annual rodeo events 
in Laytonville, Willits and Covelo. 
John was born in 1951 at Howard Memorial Hospital into a pioneer family in Mendocino 
County as his family now spans six generations. His parents were Elmer “Sully” and 
Eleanor Pinches. His mother ran for Frontier Days Sweetheart in 1937. His grandfather 
George Pinches was the City of Willits’ building inspector.  John graduated from 
Laytonville High School in 1969. He purchased his first retail business at the age of 17. 
In 1971 John joined the United States Army Reserves and served six years. Through 
the year, he operated businesses in Laytonville, Willits and Ukiah. John served as 
our 3rd District Supervisor for three terms, serving on over 18 government agencies, 
boards, commissions, councils and districts. 
He is a husband, father, and grandpa to five grandchildren. Presently John and wife 
Debbie own and operate the Island Mountain Ranch in northern Mendocino County, 
raising cattle, sheep and chickens. John is honored for the opportunity to be the 2024 
Willits Frontier Days Grand Marshal. 
Thank you to everyone through the years who donates their time and energy so that 
the show lives on. It’s a lot of work. Thank you to all the veterans for their service to 
their country. Please enjoy all the 4th of July celebrations. Be safe and God bless the 
USA.

Awards sponsored by Harrah Industries
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WHEN & WHERE: 
Flat Busted | 6/28 |  
Following Truck Pulls 

Rodeo Grounds | Free to Attend

Chad Bushnell | 7/3 | Following Rodeo 
Rodeo Grounds | Free to Attend

The street dances and band performances give the over-21 
crowd a chance to hang out with friends or make new ones 
while dancing the night away to DJ or band-made country 
tunes. 
This year Chad Bushnell and Flat Busted will perform for the 
gathered crowds.  Sponsored by Sherwood Valley Casino.
The Beer Garden offers cowboys and cowgirls a watering 
hole, and something for the youngsters to long for. 
Remember: no backpacks will be allowed. Please leave 
them at home. Dances are held at the Rodeo Grounds 
from 9 pm until midnight. Be safe, have fun, and make each 
dance a night to enjoy for all!

Dancing
Music

Event Sponsor: Sherwood Valley CasinoChad Bushnell
7/3 | Following Rodeo 

Rodeo Grounds | Free to Attend
If there was a true authentic spirit to cross the threshold of Country Music with 
Christian standards, it would be Chad Bushnell. His roots date back down his fam-
ily lineage the past 4 generations made of cowboys and singers, some of which 
shared the stage with the late Bob Hope. He exudes the Americana spirit wrapped 
up into his lyrics and melodies. 
Chad has opened for country legends such as Kris Kristofferson, Dwight Yoakam, 
Scotty McCreery, Lee Brice, Neal McCoy, Billy Currington, Mark Wills, Collin Raye 
and many others over the years. His first Christian Country single “What Would 
Jesus Do” hit #1 on the Christian Music Weekly charts for December 2019 right by 
George Strait and Lauren Alaina. His latest Christian Country single “Thank God” 
recently hit #1 as well following the premiere of his first documentary on KIXE PBS 
titled “North State Roots”. His latest record “Whiskey to Work” was produced by 
Nate Coon (Rosewood Studios in Tyler, TX), Derek Boone (Edgewater Studios in 
Houston, TX) and Dave Gibson (Beaird Music Group in Nashville, TN). It features 
songs written by Chad himself, songs co-written with some of his favorite songwrit-
ers and even a few written by hit songwriters out of Nashville, TN.  
Chad has participated in a number of contests such as American Country Star in 
Nashville, TN. where he became a top 3 finalist and won the Horizon award. He 
was the Contemporary Country Vocalist of the Year at the Josie Music Awards for 
2020 in Pigeon Forge, TN and recently won Modern Country Song of the Year for 
one of his latest singles “Fallin’ in Love With You”. He was the “1st” place winner of 
the Inspirational Country Showdown in “Yuba City, CA” for 2018 and won New Artist 
of the Year for Inspirational Country Music Association in 2019. He was recently 
nominated by Country Evolution as one of the 2023 Artists to Watch. You may have 
also caught a glimpse of Chad on TV shows such as The 700 Club and Universal 
Huntress.

Flat 
Busted

6/28 | Following Truck Pulls 
Rodeo Grounds | Free to Attend

Brian McPherson and Flat Busted are a modern country 
band that have played shows all over California, Nevada, 
and Oregon for over a decade.  Playing casinos, event 
centers, amphitheaters, fairs, rodeos, private events, win-
eries, clubs, and many other venues. Using a headset mic 
to mix it up with  the crowd, Brian is a consummate en-
tertainer who always brings it and puts on a great show. 
Whether it’s at a  local or regional venue, or opening for a 
national act, Brian and the boys will make it party!

WILLITS FRONTIER DAYS GIVES A BIG 

THANK YOU
TO BOB DOTY, MANAGER OF MENDO MILL, WILLITS
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WHEN & WHERE:   
7/4 | 11 a.m. | Main Street | Free to Attend

The strip of Main Street between Commercial 
Street and East Valley Street gets a holiday-
themed makeover on the morning of July 
4, as the annual parade kicks off and turns 
Main Street into a red, white and blue 
extravaganza.
Community members and visitors from 
all over the county and beyond line the 
sidewalks of historic downtown Willits to 
watch the glitter, horses, dancers, floats, 
balloons, gunfighters, bands, flags, tractors 

– and usually a surprise or two – march 
down Main Street.
Several entrants have made the parade 
an annual or generational tradition for their 
families – some riding since they were just 
little buckaroos, including members of the 
Persico families and many others.
Annual favorites include the Willits Frontier 
Days Sweetheart contestants, the current 
Grand Marshal and Heritage Award winners, 
Roots of Motive Power antique logging 

equipment, Willits Horsemen’s Association, 
Willits Police Department, Little Lake and 
Brooktrails Fire Departments, CalFire, as 
well as many other emergency personnel – 
with sirens and lights blazing, of course.
The announcer’s stand, located at the 
corner of East Mendocino Avenue and Main 
Street, introduces each entry and provides 
information. Though many viewers stake out 
seats in the early hours of the morning, the 
parade starts at 11 a.m. and is free to attend.

Main 
Street 
Parade

Event Sponsor: 
Adventist Health Howard Memorial

excellent, one-of-a-kind service by a locally owned business

Computer Color Matching, Airless Paint Sprayer Rentals
Power Washer Rentals and so much more!

We match
paint

AND PRICES!
Bring in a competitor’s ad and we will 

match prices on like items!

Ukiah: 707.462.9605 Willits: 707.459.9636

DRIVEWAYS, SIDEWALKS, HIGHWAYS ... CALL US!!

Locally Owned and Operated

Concrete Sand

State Certified Plant

Light-Weight Concrete

Concrete Mix

3/4” & 1/2” AGG

Recycled Road Base

Pervious Concrete

Colored Concrete

Admixtures

Drain Rock

Fibermesh

Specialty Mixes

900 Talmage Road - Ukiah, CA
State-certified plant, State-certified scales, State spec. Aggregates

707-459-9116

277 N. Lenore Ave, Willits, CA
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1926	 None
1927	 Marie Scholegel Novaglie
1928 	 Martha Warner Kelton
1929 	 Lola Butts
1930 	 None
1931 	 None
1932 	 Enola McKenzie Reed
1933 	 Betty Akins
1934 	 Amy Gardner
1935 	 Jemma Pedroncelli Serventi
1936 	 Elizabeth Wendt Ferguson
1937 	 Alice Gibellini Wade
1938 	 Dorce Brown
1939 	 Ernistime Casteel DeBoer
1940 	 Evelyn Robley Bergson
1941 	 Pauline Standley Perez
1942 	 Melba Dempsey Lewis
1943 	 Ann Cox McGinnis
1944 	 Anna Ford Hardwick
1945 	 Lillian Kroh Nolan
1946 	 Georgia Stovall Welch
1947 	 Anne Crabtree Henderson
1948 	 Lillian Kroh Nolan
1949 	 Betty Mast Campbell
1950 	 Wanda Lane Johnston
1951	  Gretchen Mullen Weber
1952 	 Yvonne Dusseau Leever
1953 	 Claire Shawnago Huffman
1954 	 Joan Neary Von Weien
1955 	 Shirley Merritt Nikolashin
1956 	 Betty Ann Stansberry Erbes
1957	  Patricia Moreno Door
1958 	 Letha Schumaker Wiley

1959 	 Marian Whitely Ross
1960 	 Carol Collier McClendon
1961 	 Mardi Wilson Hinton
1962 	 Linda Allen Banks
1963 	 Susan Fonsen Neilson
1964 	 Sue Hardaway
1965 	 Sharon Baker Arno
1966 	 Leslie Cogburn Scaglione
1967 	 Joan Scholegel
1968 	 Clydeen Smith Dick
1969 	 Mousey Clatty
1970 	 Kam Maize LaLaguna
1971 	 Margaret Smith
1972 	 Paulette Wilcott Somdahl
1973 	 Jann Clatty Rickey
1974 	 Kathy Persico Graves
1975 	 Lorraine Soulliere Crabtree
1976 	 Tami Tharp Romberg Mayfield
1977 	 Kelly Bielenberg Eoff
1978 	 Julie Canepa Belvin
1979 	 Liz Persico Day
1980 	 Cindy Kostanecki Kelly
1981 	 Stacey Blalack McKinley
1982 	 Caroline Kostanecki Durupt
1983 	 Saundra DuCross Norman
1984 	 Chrissy Kostanecki
1985 	 Tracey Ford Moody
1986 	 Kristine McBride Tyrrell
1987 	 Kim Colwell Lebo
1988 	 Nicol Persico Kunka
1989 	 Dina Pinon Parker
1990 	 Melanie Ulvila
1991 	 Lanae Shuster Lamkin

1992 	 Amanda Hiatt Hower
1993 	 Amy Ford
1994	 Marta Trevey
1995 	 Tori Nunnemaker Minton
1996 	 Georgeanne Dawson Crosky
1997 	 Patricia Garrity Murray
1998	 Ileah Leone
1999 	 Mary Garrity Fonsen
2000 	 Olivia Grupp
2001 	 Katherine Whitby
2002 	 Sandi Short Sandroni
2003	  Mattie Pinon Owen
2004 	 Tina Holguin
2005 	 Ashtan Bloomquist
2006 	 Darcy Ford
2007 	 Courtney Figg-Hoblyn
2008 	 Kinzie Barlow
2009 	 Lindsey Bowlds
2010 	 Stephanie Standley Hightower
2011 	 Riata King
2012 	 Rachel Belvin Ramirez
2013 	 Lilja Lamkin
2014 	 Haley Schuck
2015 	 Caitlyn Forrester
2016 	 Halee Reed
2017 	 Hailey Riley
2018 	 Lilah Garman
2019 	 Jaden Doak
2020 	 Jaden Doak - No contest held
2021	 Claire Case Brackett
2022	 Danielle Barry
2023	 Hazel Cooke

Past Sweethearts

That’s why we have top experts for all your healthcare needs, no matter your age or stage of life. We’re proud to offer you more choices, 
expanded access and higher quality care in Mendocino County, as demonstrated by our Planetree Gold Certification for excellence in 
patient-centered care. We’re not just here to put more years in your life, we’re here to put more life in your years.

You’re made for living a happy, fulfilling life.  

Services provided by Adventist Health Howard Memorial: 

• Addiction Medicine
• General Surgery
• Orthopedics
• Pediatrics 

• Pharmacy 
• Physical Therapy 
• Primary Care

Learn more at AdventistHealthHowardMemorial.org
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WHEN & WHERE:
7/3 | 7 p.m. & 7/4 | 4 p.m.  

Jack Tharp Arena | Box: $25, Adult: 
$20, Child (12 and under): $10

The California Cowboys Pro Rodeo Association is a group 
of top-ranked cowgirls and cowboys who participate on a 
circuit of professional-grade rodeos throughout the state. 
The contestants participate in eight events – bareback, 
saddle bronc, team roping, calf roping, steer wrestling, 
breakaway roping, barrel racing and bull riding – hoping to 
win the coveted All-Around title. 
After the points from all the events are tallied, the cowgirl 
and cowboy with the highest cumulative scores win the 
title, a coordinating engraved buckle created at Outlaw 
Saddlery, a wad of cold hard cash, and bragging rights for 
the duration of the year. 
The livestock for the events, the bulls, broncs and horned-
alike – ‘rodeo stock’ as they are referred to in the trade 
– are provided byRockin’ M Rodeo.The bulls and broncs 
give the boys a challenge to hang on to, and the steer and 
calves try to give the ladies a run for their money. 
In addition to the eight CCPRA Rodeo events, cowboys 
and cowgirls from Lake, Mendocino and Humboldt coun-
ties can compete in local team roping events as well. 
Trophy buckles, also engraved by Outlaw Saddlery, are 
awarded to the top-scoring Header and Heeler.

All-Around CCPRA: 
Willits Taco Bell

Steer Wrestling: 
Todd Hollifield Construction

Bull Riding: 
Mary Crowder 

in honor of Rick Crowder
Tie-Down Roping: 
Willits Taco Bell

Bareback Riding: 
Willits Taco Bell

Saddle Bronc Riding: 
Hennessy Funds

Barrel Racing: 
Budweiser/ 

Eagle Distributing
Breakaway Roping: 
Willits Taco Bell

Team Roping Header: 
Fred Barry Trucking
Team Roping Heeler: 
Flying S Hay Sales

Local Team Roping Header: 
Tom Wake Plumbing 

Local Team Roping Heeler: 
Tom Wake Plumbing

Local Barrel Racing: 
Selzer Realty

2024 Buckle Sponsors:

CCPRA 
Rodeo

Thank you to those who sponsored buckles for these CCPRA events!

Event Sponsors:  
101 Trailer & RV 

Supply and Eastside 
Ranch
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707-459-5859

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS                         KARA@GARMANCONSTRUCTION.COM

Environmental Restoration - Ponds - Septic & Water Systems
Site Development - Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

Lic# 679517

Turning 18 this year, Lucas Maynard grew up 
on a farm, and at a very young age, he fell in 
love with the American cowboy. At ten years 
old, he started to teach himself how to trick rope 
and crack whips. At a Dollar General, while he 
performing some trick roping, he saw a local 
cowboy  who asked if he would like to perform 
at some rodeos. His first rodeo was  in King, NC 
in June of 2021, and in 2024, he was awarded 
the IFR (International Finals Rodeo) Showcase 
Champion Dress Act.

From-the-Sea Combination Plates
Stuffed Potatoes & Pasta Dishes Appetizers, Burgers & Tacos

1661-D S. Main Street - Willits, CA

Open: Mon - Sun: 8:30 am to 8:00 pm

707-459-3105
Now serving breakfast!

Rio’s Fish & Chips

Lucas 
Maynard
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WHEN & WHERE: 
6/23 | 8 a.m.  

 Jack Tharp Arena 
Free to Attend 

Equestrians have been showing their skills 
as accomplished riders at the Willits Frontier 
Days Horse Show since the beginning of the 
event in the late 1920s. 
English and Western disciplines are both 
showcased, and a high point and reserve high 
point winner are selected from each group 
and are awarded prizes for their day’s efforts. 
Five local perpetual trophies are available: 
Barbara Hamilton, John Fish, Randy Clark 
and Don and Petie Coleman, the R Horse 
Ranch, and the Goss family. These trophies 
are for local riders aged 17 and under who 
live in Mendocino County.

Horse 
Show
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WHEN & WHERE: 
7/5 | 8 a.m. | Jack Tharp Arena 

Adult: $10, Child (12 and under): $5
CCPRAers have to start somewhere, and the Junior Rodeo 
event is the place for the little buckaroos to hone their arena 
skills before competing with the big guys and gals. Many of the 
junior contestants also have been in the saddle since they were 
very little, many with practical ranch experience already under 
their belts. 
Events at the Junior Rodeo include many of the CCPRA events, 
just on a smaller scale. Calf and steer riding offer the little ones 
a chance to get ready for the bulls, and the Mystery Scramble 
gives everyone – contestants AND spectators – a great giggle. 
Though competition can be fierce even on the smaller scale, the 
parents of these little ones are always cheering them on and 
supporting them in every event.
Like the CCPRA Rodeos, the stock is provided by Humboldt 
County’s Lou Bugenig and Mike Mora of West Coast Rodeos, 
and the winner of the event also receives the All-Around title and 
an engraved buckle. The overall high-point winner for the day 
will have the honor of receiving the Bud Suttles Memorial Trophy.

Jr. Rodeo

Major Event Sponsors:

Eastside Ranch  |  Sunnybrook 
Ranch  |  Reedy Family

Willits Wild Bunch  |  Tres Rios

1-866-2-Thurston707-462-8817
2800 N. State Street

 Ukiah, CA

www.Thurstonautoplaza.com
A special thank you to

Coast to Coast
For donating a Savage Axis Xp 7MM-08 REM Bolt Action Rifle 

Package with Scope to the Willits Frontier Days Juniors members 
to sell raffle tickets for as a club fundraiser

A special thank you to
Deana Rutledge

For donating a new disk for the arena for nice footing.

A special thank you to
Windsor Mill

For donating a custom-made, red-and-white chicken coupe 
to sell raffle tickets for as a club fundraiser for the Willits 4-H

A special thank you to
the Rileys

Thank you to Bonnie and Paul Riley for manning the front gate 
for all of our events for over 15 years.
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Family Tree is proud to be a local employer of over 150 community 
members. As a your local primary contractor for PG&E since 2003, 
we put safety of our team and you, the property owner, above all 
other priorities.  Employees are skilled professionals who support 
and maintain clearances around power lines, 
manage special vegetation management 
projects for state and federal agencies through 
PG&E and are first responders to storm related 
outages 24/7. 

Safety is our first concern and an integral 
part of our daily work culture.  Crew members 
begin a structured training course for safety 
immediately upon hire.  Employees continue 
training as part of each individual’s career plan 
to enhance knowledge in the major aspects 
involved in tree care including, tree biology, 
cabling, planting, pruning and safety.  

All employees are trained in Minimum 
Approach Distances to energized lines and are 
encouraged to further their knowledge base 

by obtaining TCIA (Tree 
Care Industry Assoc.) and ISA (International 
Society of Arboriculture) certifications.  Family 
Tree is also dually accredited in Utility Line 

Clearance and Residential work practices by the Tree Care Industry 
Assoc. 

We strive to be YOUR premier tree service company by 
empowering our employees and embracing a professional, 

collaborative approach to business needs, 
changes and growth through planned 
implementation. 

Family Tree Service continues to support 
Utility Line Clearance for our community and 
Family Tree Resource supports tree services 
for residential, commercial, municipalities 
and state agencies to support Mendocino, 
Humboldt, Lake, Sonoma, Napa and Marin 
Counties.  Services include tree removal, 
trimming, hazard tree removal, storm 
damage cleanup, arborist evaluations, and 
insurance reports.  

Do you want a career with a company 
that strives to put employees first? We’re 
hiring! Visit: www.familytree-service.com 
to download an 

application today or stop by offices located 
in Laytonville and Willits to pick up an 
application in person.

Mission 
Statement

Family Tree strives to be a leader in 
the tree care industry by providing safe 
and professional tree pruning and tree 
removals while utilizing ANSI A300 
and Z133 tree care standards. Our 

company operates with integrity while 
respecting customers, protecting the 

environment and fostering working ex-
pectations that encourage leadership, 

accountability and ownership.
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WHEN & WHERE:  
7/5/24 | Rec Grove Park  

 7 am | Adult: $13,  
Child (12 and under): $9

One great tradition of Willits Frontier 
Days is the Willits Lions Club Cowboy 
Breakfast held at the Rec Grove Park 
in the morning. 
The Lions Club gets busy early to 
make sure the crowd can grab a hot 
plate of pancakes, ham, eggs and hot 
coffee. 
Tables are available at the park to sit 
and eat, and tickets are available from 
the Sweetheart contestants and at the 
event, which runs from 7 to 11 am.

Lions Club 
Pancake

Breakfast

208 E. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490
(707) 459-6791
sparetimegardencenter.com

@sparetimegardencenter
@ thegardenerspantryanddecor

Located at: 2024
Silver Best
Gardening Store/Nursery

Your local destination for at home food processing 
supplies and garden inspired décor.

NOWNOW
OpenOpen

GROWGROW,, GATHER GATHER,, PROCESS & PRESERVE PROCESS & PRESERVE

Spruce up your home & garden with our carefully crafted 
collections, many locally produced. Be on the lookout for our 

hands-on homesteading classes to cultivate your skills.
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280 E Commercial St, Willits, CA 95490

willitsacecopy@gmail.com

1119 S. Main St, Willits, CA 95490

(707) 459-3388

CREEKSIDE
Inn & Suites

We are a proud  
sponsor of the

Willits  
Frontier  

Days hennessyfunds.com       
800.966.4354

u

u

Chuck Morris, three-time Sierra Circuit Saddle Bronc 
Champion, owns and operates Rockin M Rodeo. Morris 
competed in the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Associa-
tion for 20 years, was a two-time National Intercollegiate 
Rodeo Association National Champion, and a California 
High School Rodeo Association State Champion. Morris 
has provided rough stock to rodeos across the state since 
1997.
Rockin M Rodeo’s Morris has been a rodeo cowboy his 
whole life and during retirement he wanted to stay in-
volved in a sport that he truly loved.
“I always had a passion for bucking horses and raising 
them just seemed like the natural next step,” Morris said. 
“Horses get a reputation just like bucking bulls, some for 
being rank and hard to ride. Others get a reputation for 
being rider-friendly and easy to make a good ride on. 
Bucking horses are the same as race horses or jumping 
horses. They are bred to buck just like race horses are 
bred to run.”

Rockin M 
Rodeo
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A special message
LOU Bugenig

Willits Frontier Days 
Board would like to 
thank Lou Bugenig 
and West Coast 
Rodeo for 25 years 
of being our stock 
contractor 1998 to 
2023. You will be 
missed; we hope 
that you enjoy semi-
retirement and that 
new granddaughter.  



34 Willits Frontier Days’ 2024 Event ProgramVisit us online: www.willitsfrontierdays.com 35

WHEN & WHERE: 
Appearance & Poise:  

6/22 |  Noon 
Rodeo Grounds

Horsemanship: 6/23 
 Jack Tharp Arena 
During Horse Show 

Free to attend

Crowning Winner: 
 6/30

Selecting the next lady to represent 
Willits Frontier Days is decided on 
ticket sales, poise and personal-
ity, modeling, a speech, equestrian 
knowledge, and a horsemanship rid-
ing pattern. Candidates are respon-
sible for helping create awareness 
of the WFD events by selling tickets 
in the community. Those crowned 
Frontier Days Sweetheart help out 
in the arena every year, handing out 
awards, chasing cattle, riding in the 
parade, and posing with winners for 
photos, as well as making appear-
ances at other rodeos in the name of 
Willits Frontier Days.

Sweetheart Dinner and 
Saddle Sponsor 
J.D. Redhouse

Sweetheart Spurs 
Sponsor 

Outlaw Saddle

Sweetheart Tiara Sponsor 
Willits Chamber 
of Commerce

Sweetheart Buckle 
Sponsor 

Paul & Diana Hosford

Sweetheart  
Flowers by 

Willits Safeway

Willits Frontier Days Juniors
2024 Willits Frontier Days Juniors members smile together including, from left: Hailey Riley, Zoey Schreiner, Rhylee 

DeMarta, Riley Schreiner, Lisa Arkelian, Hazel Cooke, Elena Arkelian, and Danielle Barry.

Not pictured: Catie Spackman, Macy Harbour and Arya Sizemore 

Crowning 
The Sweetheart
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San Vicente Ranch
Complete Horse Boarding and Training Facility

23350 Live Oak Road
Willits, CA 95490

707-456-9521

Serving the Equestrian Community since 2002

NEARY and O’BRIEN
Attorneys at Law

110 S. Main Street, Suite C
Willits, CA 95490

www.nearyobrienlaw.com
(707) 459-5551

cjneary@nearyobrienlaw.com       jobrien@nearyobrienlaw.com

WHEN & WHERE: 
7/4 | Noon | Rec Grove Park  

Adult: $20 & Child (12 and under) & Senior: $12
Even as the parade comes to an end, the sizzling aroma of barbequing beef 
can already be caught in the air, wafting out of the barbecue pit at the Rec 
Grove Park. The line can get long, but anyone who’s been through it before 
can testify that the Annual Beef Barbecue is worth the wait – even when the 
team serves some 4,000 people during the luncheon.
Putting this monumental meal together takes the combined efforts of many 
local individuals, service clubs and businesses. However, under the direc-
tion of Mike Frahm and the help of many others, the event continues to 
be a success.
The barbecue fire crew lights the coals around midnight to make sure they 
are just right by the time the cooks arrive around 6 a.m. Many dedicated 
volunteers work through the night and into the day preparing cowboy-style 
beans, salad, garlic-buttered French bread and corn on the cob.
Roasted over oak coals since the crack of dawn, the Black Angus tri-tip 
roast is absolutely delectable. Tickets are available from the Sweetheart 
contestants and at the event, which starts at noon.

 WHEN & WHERE: 
7/4 | Noon | Rec Grove Park | Free to attend

Horseshoe Tournament

Country Music Rodeola

Beef  
Barbecue

Event Sponsor:
Family Tree

WHEN & WHERE: 
7/4 | 10 a.m. | Rec Grove Park | Free to attend
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https://www.instagram.com/eastsideranchwillits/

www . n o r t h e r n a g g r e g a t e s . c o m

Northern Aggregates Inc is locally owned and operated, and
has proudly served Mendocino County for over 40 years.

Harris Quarry:
16410 N HWY 101
Willits, California
(707)459-0615

 

Accounting Office:
500 Cropley Ln

Willits, California
(707)459-3929

 

Aggregate Base - Drain Rock - Sub Base - Rip Rap  
Pit Run - 6-12" Cobble - Construction Entrance Rock

- Delivery Available -

Mailing Address:
PO Box 1566

Willits, CA 95490
info@northernaggregates.com
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Have a Happy, 
Healthy Summer 
Use sunblock, drink plenty of water, 
stay safe and call us if you need us.

MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.

LITTLE LAKE HEALTH CENTER
(707) 456-9600 • 45 HAZEL ST., WILLITS
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL • www.mchcinc.org

savingsbank.com

Proud to be  
Your Local Community Bank!

Banking Made Easy
NEW Local Choice Checking 

• No Fees •
Open An Account Today!

™

WE ARE GROW WEST™

Grow West™ is a company formed through 
collaboration and partnership of its two major 
founding members, Colusa County Farm Supply and 
The Lyman Group, Inc. With roots beginning in 1954, 
the company has evolved and grown from a single 
location to operations encompassing 15 locations and 
supporting 6 Joint Ventures.

WE SERVICE
n  Conventional Farming

n  Organic Farming

n  Sustainable Farming

Grow West™ offers:
n Consulting Packages

n Seed Sales & Recs

n Crop Protection Products

n Fertilizer and Fertility 
Products, Dry & Liquid

n Vineyard, Livestock, Farm & 
Ranch Supply

n Financing Programs

n Lab Analysis

n Livestock Feeds

n Pumps, Tanks & Fittings

n Water Testing & Treatment

n Weather Monitoring Network

GrowWest.com
Learn more at:

LOCATIONS
LAKEPORT
707-279-4654

SONOMA
707-939-1820

GEYSERVILLE
707-433-7035

UKIAH 
707-462-1492

UKIAH - Organics 
707-468-8154 or find us on    
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Bulls and Broncs
WHEN & WHERE: 

7/6/24 | Jack Tharp Arena | 7 p.m. | Adult: $10, Child (12 and under): $5

The Chamber is committed 
to creating...

a strong local economy, 
a healthy business environment

and a livable community

707-459-7910 www.willits.org

Business, Visitor & 
Community

information & assistance
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WHEN & WHERE:
6/23 | 6 p.m. | Jack Tharp Arena 

Adult: $20, Child (12 and under): $10

The Jack Tharp Arena gets to 
serve a different use on Friday 
night, when the Truck and 
Tractor Pulls replace the bulls 
and broncs that usually inhabit 
the space. 
Local boys and girls, and a roster 
of professional drivers who are 
a part of the MLM Motorsports 
crew, try their trucks and tractors 
against The Terminator, a 
weighted sled that is hooked to 
competitors’ vehicles. 
The drivers must begin from 
a parked position, be hooked 
to the sled, then methodically, 
or with much gusto, drag the 
sled down the arena and hope 
to make it across the 300-foot-
mark finish line. 

The sled has an increasable 
weight that can be altered 
to allow different levels of 
resistance for each class of 
drivers. 
Classes include: Super Street, 
Street Diesel, OMG Class, 
Stock Diesel, 4,500-pound, 
5,500-pound, 7,200-pound, Pro 
Modified trucks, 5,800-pound 
tractors, Country Modified, 
6,000-pound and 8,000-pound. 
Awards are given, as are 
bragging rights, to those who are 
able to dominate The Terminator. 
Many drivers compete with MLM 
at their other events, and come 
back to Willits year after year for 
this fun event.

Truck & 
Tractor 

Pulls

Photos by Eric Pham

HAPPY 
FRONTIER 

DAYS
to the entire

Willits Community
from life-long supporters

DANNY & LAURA

MCBRIDE

Ron’s Muffler & Automotive

Specializing in Undercar Services

850 Blosser Lane in Willits    707-459-3549

Credit Cards Accepted

Willits, CA 95490Tom Rountree, President

 
707-459-6723 

Fred  S.  Jacobs  D.V.M. 

WWW.WILLITSANIMALHOSPITAL.COM 
WILLITSANIMALHOSPITAL@GMAIL.COM

Event Sponsors:
D’s Nuts. Willits Les Schwab; Essential 

Fleet Services; O’Reillys Auto Parts; 
Family Tree Service; Glenmark Storage; 
T&T Towing; Sherwood Valley Casino; 

Little Lake Auto Parts; Garman 
Construction; Northern Aggregates;101 
Trailer & RV Supply; Grocery Outlet; 
Barbara Lincoln Realty; H&R Block 

Taxes Willits; Donahoo Inc.; Bouthillier’s 
Construction; Sparetime Supply;  

West Coast Diesel; Budweiser
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FrontIer DAys’ 2024 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Logan Sanderson
Received $1,000 and looks to become 

a welder after graduation

Hazel Cooke
Received $1,000 and looks to become 

a nurse after graduation

Brayden Manus
Received $1,000 and looks to become 

a heart surgeon after graduation

Happy 
4th of July, 

y’all!

Photography by Maureen (Moore) Jennison

photographressMphotographress
maureengetsmail@gmail.com | www.mphotographress.com

707-972-7047

310 Franklin Ave.
Willits, CA
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After the official Willits Frontier Days and Fourth of July events are 
over, the Jack Tharp Arena quiets down for a few months until  Oc-
tober rolls around.  Then things liven up once again and plays host 
to the annual Ranch Rodeo event. The Ranch Rodeo differs from 
the traditional rodeo events by offering teams of riders the chance to 
try their hands and hooves at more practical, working ranch-lifestyle 
tasks like “ranch doctoring,” “trailer loading,” and “team sorting.” 
These events are more common for everyday life on a ranch and 
take a different skill set than, say, barrel racing. A barbecue, Calcutta 
auction and more are held during the rodeo. Check out “Year-Round 
Events” on www.WillitsFrontierDays.com for more information and 
entries when they become available.

Ranch Rodeo 
Save the Date: 10/12/24

Chana Eisenstein, DVM 
Celina Borucki-Gibson, DVM “Dr. BG”

East Hill
Veterinary Clinic

1200 East Hill Road   Willits, CA 95490
Tel: 707-459-5236

web: www.easthillvet.com    Fax: 707-459-9048

Carol Anne
Souza

CAS Payroll &
Bookkeeping Services
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IN CHANGING 
MORE THAN  
JUST TIRES.

We Believe

Helping is something that 

runs deep within us. And it’s 

something we’ve stood for 

since Les Schwab opened his 

doors in 1952. Doing the Right 

Thing isn’t just a tagline. It’s our 

promise to always put you and 

the community first.

WILLITS
1565 S MAIN ST

 707-459-5938

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE
2023 FRONTIER DAYS



52 Willits Frontier Days’ 2024 Event ProgramVisit us online: www.willitsfrontierdays.com 53

WHEN & WHERE: 
Opens 6/28 | Old Ball Fields
Questions: 1-916-761-1722

The night sky overlooking the Jack Tharp 
Arena glows bright with the lights from the 
Johnston Amusements carnival every year. 
The carnival offers rides, food and fun for 
kids and adults. Classics like the Gravitron 
and the Zipper give those hoping for a 
thrill a ride of a lifetime. The cotton candy, 
carnival games including darts, ping pong 
balls for goldfish, and more test the skills of 
all attendees. Everyone is welcome to enjoy 
tasty food including corn dogs, candy apples, 
ice cream, and popcorn as they stroll through 
the clean and well-lit midway. Johnston 
Amusements has been bringing these quality 
family entertainment options to Central and 
Northern California fairs and festivals for over 
50 years, spanning three generations

Carnival 
Fun

PROTOOLS  *  24 Fader D-Command Console 
12-Core Processing  *  Complete Mercury Plug In Package

Full Arranging & Producing Services  *  OZONE Mastering Suite
"Hammond B-3 * Charming Spacious Piano Suite * Grand Piano * Inspiring View 

Live Sound Reinforcement Featuring:
VDOSC  *  dvDOSC  *  ARCS  *  XT115 Hi-Q

Analog and Digital Consoles  *  Lighting  *  Fairs  *  Concerts  *  Motorola RadiosAnalog and Digital Consoles  *  Lighting  *  Fairs  *  Concerts  *  Motorola Radios

Audio Consulting

Call KEITH 707-391-8170  LAKE COUNTY, CA * GREAT RATES
No Project too Large or too Small  *  colrs21@gmail.com
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WHEN & WHERE: 
6/30 | 5 to 9 p.m. | Downtown 

Willits | Free to attend

The Hometown Celebration is held along the Main 
Street corridor in downtown Willits. 
Many brick-and-mortar vendors, restaurants, 
cafes and shops open their doors with specials 
and sales for those who come and celebrate for 
the evening. 
Pop-up booths are set up for many other 
businesses in several parking lot areas. South-of-
town and other businesses, service groups, clubs 
and organizations offer goods to buy, raffles, and 
games and fun for the kids. 
Food, treats and tasties are available from local 
restaurants and vendors who serve many street-
friendly eats for attendees as they stroll around 
downtown.

Hometown 
Celebration

707-485-6136
51 E Hopkins St Ukiah CA 95482

www.mcfarlandtrucking.com

Since 1978 McFarland Trucking of Ukiah, CA 
has been serving Northern California's 

product transportation needs with the highest 
levels of safety, professionalism and reliability. 

With a diverse/modern fleet, experienced 
operators and an impeccable safety record, 

McFarland Trucking is your best choice
for moving your product.for moving your product.

Thomas L Gallups Jr.
Owner/ Master Barber

1468 South Main St.
Willits, CA 95490

Barber Shop
Hot Shaves

Carl’s Classics

707 354 4957(707) 459-3558

Willits Frontier Days gives a big ‘Thank You’ to
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Remembering 
Freddie 

Page
Willits Frontier Days lost a long 
time friend and volunteer this 
past spring – Freddie Page was 
recruited by his cousin, past presi-
dent Richard White – to “come on 
down” and volunteer to rebuild the 
office in the front of the Rodeo 
Grounds when it was destroyed 

by fire in the 1980’s. A quiet fellow, Freddie accepted Richard’s 
invitation and spent many weekends working on the bricks and 
concrete to rebuild the office; pour the slab in front of the conces-
sion stand and numerous other projects over the years. Freddie 
was a bashful sort, uncomfortable in the limelight and happy to 
roll up his sleeves and work tirelessly with the ` the scene at the 
Rodeo Grounds. Volunteers are a huge part of the backbone 
growth of Willits Frontier Days – Freddie will be missed by his 
family and friends.   

Remembering 
DOUG 
GOSS

Doug Goss was among a le-
gion of volunteers in the early 
1970’s that turned into the rodeo 
grounds every day after work to 
roll up their sleeves and do what 
needed to be done. Active as a 
volunteer and a member of the 
Board of Directors for over 4 de-
cades – he was proud of his work 
with the organization, especially 

acting as chairman of the selection of honoring the annual Heri-
tage Award Winner. As a rough stock “boss”, he really enjoyed 
pulling the gates for the rough stock during the rodeos.   
Doug moved with his family to Idaho in mid 2020 and was look-
ing forward to returning to celebrate the 100th anniversary of this 
great organization.   

The Executive Board, the Board of Directors and 
Staff Committee Chairpersons wish to express 
our heartfelt gratitude to the folks who show up 

“just because” and lend a helping hand with the many tasks that need doing before, 
during and after our annual 4th of July celebration. All BBQ Crew helpers; Bobbie and 
John Tilley; Eldon Miler, Bouthillier’s Construction; the Cavanaugh family; the Cooley 
family; King family; Kathy Goss; Danielle Barry; the Garman family; Candi Tharp; Laura 
and Danny McBride; Deana Rutledge;  Willits Lions Club; Little Lake Fire Department 
volunteers; Maureen Jennison; Mendo Mill of Willits; Mike and Michael Frahm; Nita 
Tharp; Nor-Cal Recycled Rock; Northern Aggregates; the parade crew; Ken and 
Delores Pederson; the Persico family; the Pinon family; Hailey Riley; the Riley family; 
Todd Hollifield; Rotary Club of Willits; T&T Salvage and Storage; Tammy Carlson;  Med 
Star Ambulance; Willits Boy Scouts; Willits Chamber of Commerce; Willits High School 
baseball team; Willits Frontier Days Juniors; Willits Police Department; Kenan O’Shea 
and City of Willits Public Works Crew; Amanda Sizemore and Willits Weekly.

We sincerely apologize if we have missed listing any of our other 
“caretakers” and hope you will understand and forgive us. Please know this is far from being a com-

plete list of those we want to publicly acknowledge, but our gratitude is heartfelt just the same.

Rodeo:  
Lee Persico and Marcy Barry
Junior Rodeo: Marcy Barry
Horse Show: Mattie Owen and 
Pinon Family 
BBQ: Mike Frahm, Russ 
Rountree, Eldon Miler, and 
Steve Spackman
Parade:  
Mattie Owen, Katie Cooley 
Gates: Paul and Bonnie Riley
Back Gates: Kenn Pedersen 
Breakfast: Willits Lions Club
Advertising: Karen Cavanaugh, 
Marcy Barry and Maureen 
Jennison
Sweetheart Contest: Persico 
family, Tina Holguin, Kiri Silva
Sweetheart Dinner:  
June Sizemore, Fred Barry, 
Hailey Riley
Entertainment: Marcy Barry 
and Jeff Cook
Truck Pulls:  
Marcy and Fred Barry
Security: Bruce Cartwright 

Carnival: Marcy Barry, Tracy 
Evans and June Sizemore
WFD Arena Crew: Fred Barry, 
Bruce Cartwright and Steven 
Hoyle
Gardening: WFD crew and 
Willits Frontier Days Juniors
Sweetheart Raffle:  
Genevieve Neary, Marcy Barry
Margarita Booth:  
Persico Ladies
Beer Booth: Fred Barry, Rod 
Cavanaugh, Bruce Cartwright, 
Steven Hoyle 
Vendors: Kinzie Barlow
Hometown Celebration: 
Ashtan Bloomquist, Jake 
Whitehurst
Scholarship: Jeff Cook, Mattie 
Owen, and Bobbie Tilley
Local Barrels: Riata King
Local Team Roping:  
Bobbie Tilley 
Rodeo Stock:  
Rockin M Rodeo Company
Willits Frontier Days Jrs.: 
Hailey Riley

2024 Committee Chairs Thank You!

Major Sponsors of 2024: 
Sherwood Valley Casino | East Side Ranch  

101 Trailer and RV Supply LLC | Budweiser - Eagle Dist. | Les Schwab of Willits  
Family Tree Service, Inc. |  Sparetime Supply 

Adventist Health - Howard Memorial  |  J.D. Redhouse 

Thank you from all of usIn Honor of Edie 
Ceccarelli

$500 Scholarship to be given in her name 
Sponsored by Willits Frontier Days

Willits’ Edie Ceccarelli, once America’s oldest person and second-oldest 
person in the world, passed away at the age of 116 in February of 2024. 
She was a source of immense pride to her hometown of Willits.

In her memory, 
Willits Frontier Days 
celebrates Edie with 
the creation of a 
scholarship in her 
name. The $500 
scholarship will be 
awarded later this 
year to a local high-
school graduate who 
is continuing his or her 
education. Edie has 
championed young 
people, education 
and strong community 
ties throughout her 
extraordinary life. 

Arya Sizemore
2024 Scholarship Recipient

Arya Sizemore was chosen for the Edie Ceccarelli 
Scholarship this year due to her joy of music and 
arts which was dear to Edie’s heart.
Edie championed young people and she would 
have wanted to support a youth that has strong 
community ties like the Sizemore Family and a 
youth that represented strong work and moral 
ethics in giving back to the Willits Community. 
Arya grew up at the Willits Frontier Days grounds 
next to her grandmother June Sizemore and she 
is in her 3rd year of singing our National Anthem.
Arya has always done anything asked of her down 
at the grounds from planting flowers, cleaning up 
and helping to set-up for events like our Sweetheart 
Dinner. 
Without reservation Willits Frontier Days supports 
this scholarship to be given to Arya Sizemore a 
well-deserved youth. A certificate of deposit will 
be opened to be saved for Arya’s graduation from 
high school in a few years.
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