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m mel& EATE‘ 1925 — HTElllitl

Tt is now, as it was from the beaginning,
when & group of civic-minded men, with a
concern for the need of a comunity hoapital,

met and originated an Independence Day
colebmtion, This bocame known as Willits

Frontiar Days and proceeds continue to
benefit community bettormont.

In recognition of the people past, prosont,
and future who give amd devote ac much of
thelr time with no perscnal gain but with
interest and love for thelr community that
the Soroptimist Intermdtional of Willits

dedicates this book.



IT WAS FIFTY YEARS AGO, IN 1926 « « o o o

Daed Wimmar Dr. Faymond Dabeoock W.F. "Bi1l" Whitney

the Willits Post 17L American Legion,
thes Willits Development Association,
and local businessmen joined togather
to sponscr an annual affair over the

Fourth of July
- FRONTIER DAYSI

b



Profits weuld go to halp equip the new commnity hospital to
ba built in 1927 by Charles S. Howard, of the Ridgewood Fanch
scuth of hara. Tho hospital would be donated to the pecple of
Tillita.

Barlier that year, in May 1925, ke, Howard's 15-year-old
aon Frank K. Howard was killed in an auto accidanl.

In & generous gesturo despite his grief, Mr, Howard reachad
out to help others and contracted for the bullding of a hogpital
in Willits.

Grateful and enthusiastically wanting to help, the paople
of Willits undar tha lsaderahip of the "legion boys"™ with Frank
Whitney as Cormander joined together to produce a rodoo to help
outfit thoir hospital, and deeided thon and there to make it an
:nmn}b:.ll affair over tha Fourth of July to benefit civic improve-

legion members solicited demations - any person wishing te
donate could contact Frank Fhitney or Fred Fooxd.

Tn Cctober of 1926 the celsbraticn wes nmamed Frontier Days
and businessmen and members of the Willits Development Association
thronsad to help ag the Frontier Mays fever mounted.

Committees were appointed with such namea ea Frank Whitnoy
(general manager), C.i. Laracn, William Baechtel, Edwmard lorris,
¥W.F. 2Ril1M Tfhibnﬂ}', Deed Himr. Fred PUU]"’-‘-, Carl Edﬂilut’
Allon Sacry, Judge E.M. Whitney, Dr. Faymend Babcock, end Frank

In Decembesr of 1526, the American leglon decided to held a
spacial fund=raising celebratlicn in January 1927 to get togather
some money for Frontier Daye the £ellewing July, The January show
was ta ba called Frontier Nights at Slippery Guloh, a four-day
show which would be held indoors at the high scheol auditorinm]

Already beginning to pmctice in Decomber of 1526 for the July
1527 show was the Willits Municipal Band urder the directlon of
Fred L. Somagh,
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Charles Foord

Iaft to right standing: unidentifiasd,
Leuipes Foord, Velma Mego.

Seated: Amy IE'-:n:nn'r'l:l and Barbam

Foord Holmes,



SWEETHEART

Mario Schlcegel



A amashing success in Jarnuary 1927 was Frontier Nights in
Slippery Oulch, the four=day indoor show to raise funds for tha
Frontier Days July show,

Maxican Pato's Feaort, Tke's Hot Dog Hotel, 51 Farking'!
Danoo Hall and othar such attractions ware the hit of ths affair,
There wap dancing every evening, whiskers, prises, and aleven
ladies entered the Queon esntost. Miss Marie Schloegel was Jueen
and not receiptas ware S5kl

Flans for the July show got into full swing then with a
Whiskerino Club started with ¢ charter membarship of aight man:
Deed Wimmar, Carl Edanfoldt, Frank Whitney, C.A. Iarson, Bill
Whitney, Fred Foord, T.J. Munnan, and Charles Zbinden.

In May it was amnounced that the American Lepion Park would
be Frontisr Days' homa. Dr. Faymond Fabeock was pmcticing
horgebick riding and the atory was circulated in June that he
would make his house calla either by horseback or autoe.

Thare were 1L greduatess in the senior class of Willita High
Sahonl 4in Juns and the Frontier Days grandstands were finished
that sams month.

Taking shape were costume contesta, a women's Frontiar Days
Club, & baseball game, trick horsea, moma, and airplans ridesl

The ghow waa off to a flying start! Tt was slated for July
E. 3, Ii'ﬂ h iﬂ. 192‘?!

Also, breaking of ground for the hospital was set for 9 a.m.
on the morming of the Fourth. Events scheduled wers:

For the dedication of the Frunk K, Homard ¥emorial Hospital,
July L, 1927 -

2130 Assesbly at hoapital ground Bor Scout BPupgler

Flag raising s« s s » » DOYy Scouts

Toa the Colora s = = » » BUFlaT

Star Spangled Hannor e » s s o H.5. Band

Tnvocation o ow 8 oa OTa 3w LoVt

Song a o & » o Mesdames Tack & Hagkott

Dedication Adress e » s s » Judgs Progton

Exarcinest Ox toam with plow = = = = » William Lewis

1:'-t'lii‘.':i.ﬂtE.T'.I.‘I.I'.I.E s« &« # = s Jane Babeock
le iq.;lanchihmn
Henediction » »+ s » » Ghaplanin Jonoo
E‘mrﬂ ﬂ.rﬂ EtriFEﬂ Fn:‘n‘l’n!‘*ﬂlm]‘l.- & = H-s; Bﬂnd
mﬂiubl.'ll " § W @ ® m=15 (Y™

The show was called a huge success and it was reported a
lirge sum was raised for ths hospital.
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Hpecial Daily Eventa
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An Amorican lapion and Frontier Days Costume Dance on
Saturday, lay 26, at the Hiph School Auditorium to mize
mcney for Frontier Days had a special featura: at $:15
sharp was the marriape of Frank Whitney and Frances Rashbumm
by Eeve AJH. Mo Kellup, a real old-fashioned wedding of
the days of 'L%. Bride and groom ware dressed in Frontier
Teys costume. As soon as the wedding was over, dancing
bagan and contimted until the "wee small heurs" of the morn,
All profits from the dance went to Frontier Daye Finance
Committea. Do Motto's Orchestra played.

The Frontier Days ghow was not 2 rodeo alone but a
real old-aghionsd Wild West celebration featuring eventa of
Early Californin.

Features: bull teams, ox teans, covered wagona, hoap
skirts, horse and chariot races, Indian pony mces, cowbov
and ¢cowgirl ridera, native Indlana and floata of the '@
nature.

Tha pamade on Joly 2, 3, and L mas over one=half milw
long with only one automobila in the line, TFamde chaireen:
Fred Foord and Deed Wimmer.

Tha rodoe had more than 2790 head of stock with the best
tucking horsea and tulls that can ba zacurad in Califormia,

Girls munning for JQuean of Frontiar Days: Eleanor TH11,
Josaphina Darrow, Cecrgla Pulle, Josephine Moelle from Willits;
Frances Clurk from lLengwale} Doren Hyhen and Martha May Warner
from Twin focks and Bernlee Seply from laytonvills,

The winnar was Martha May VWamear and she was crosned in
Happy Sanyon.

During the three days of Frontier Nays the local Aero
Club opamated two planas from the local airport., Single
passengers rode for £3.00, or §2,57 each for two, Handbills
werw dropped from the planes and those finding a pink one
ware gntitled to a free ride,

Mrg. Annie Dickey won Bast Dregsed Cowgirl and Wymnn Fowers
Best Dressed Cowboy.

The San Francisco Boys! Club members were gueats of the
oomyitton. Thay put on a fine asrobatic act in front of the
gmndstand, and took an aotive part In a goat-catching contest.
& truckload of goats was tumed loose on the track and tha boys
could keep any they captured.

Givon in prizes for Frontier Daya: $1,000,00, New grandstand
completed. Admission $1.70 adults and 25¢ additionnl for masrved,
Santa Hosa American Legion 39-piece Drum Corps marched in the rerade -
the beet in California — uniforms cost more than 52,590. DPuane Cook
did faney trick riding and so did Isamdro Fersice.

News- pasoline 23%¢ per gallonj; Willits may have a Junior Collagel



Frank Whitney and Frances Washburn

darried at Frontisr Daya Costume Dance
on May 25, 1928






1929

SWEETHEART

Lola Butts

13



With just a few shows behind them Frontler Days alrsady owmas
sovaml thousand dollars in p rty including grandstands, stapges,
eoaches, stock and other valnables.

Tn the line of march for parade, termed the beai in the weat,
ware atage coaches, bull teams, covered magons, ox teams, chariots,
cowboys, cowgirls, native Tndians and relics of Califormin history.

Taily progmms included rodeo ovonta, bucking broncas, rampant
bulla, steer roping and riding, chariot and stage coach maces and
other sports symbolic of the carefree days of the past.

Charles 5. Homrd, omer of Ridgewood Ranch, again manifested
his good will for Willits and Frontier Days by appearing in the reradas
and the shows and domating a fine silver mounted set of spurs and bit
to the winner of the bucking horse contest. Alsc, such of the atock
for thse rodeo was loaned to Frontlesr Days by Ridgewood Fanch.

Loandro Persico gave a fine exhibition of Homan riding; Persleo,
Duane Cook and Harmyr Underhill gave exhibitions of fancy riding and
Gook's educated horges wers a popular novalty.

The San Francisco Boys' Club came in from their camp ovar 200
gtrong and aftsr marching in the parads, occupled a ssction of tha
grandstand whare thay entartained the crowd with thelr yells and 2
mumbar off acrobatie atunta.

Luther Rupe and his Hoboes and The Knighta of Fythias Clown Hand
furnished comic features and Fred Foord did his clown stunts.

Tha Willits High School Band reinforesd by many bandmon in town,
indar the lsadership of Fred Sowash,
furnished music for three days and
played a concart in the city park
anch avaning, Tha Willita Fira
Department entertained with thair
Tamous water Iight.

Parade Winmers: William Lewis with
covered wagon and tull teams; Hoyal
Heighbors of America float with old
hand loom; American Legion Awciliary
float with old coffes mill,

Special Amards: Mrs. William Hoorse
a-nd- h! E-I-“I Fish fl:ll' thﬂir ﬂ].d-
time cart and 100-year-old dresases.
Best sustaining character prizes to
Mra. Annie Haboook and William Moore,

bucking Horae Winners: lem Smith, Sam Howe, Frank Perrish. Roping
Contest: E.E. Safford, Edgar James, Iea Smith, Bull riding: Monte
Montgomery, Harry Underhill, Edgar James. Wild Cow Millking: Ban lasi,
Emalzy Loran, H.F. Bromm.
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Flvin Byrd on Eing Tutt



1930

Tha young and tha old - all takes part at tha

Willits Frontisr Days celebration - fourth

anrmal = July L = 5 = 6, 1%30.
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The famous string of Eden Valley bucking horses owmed by
Dr. .0, Bonmett, Dr. T.D0. Ricks, and J.0. Hill were secured
for tha Frontier Daya ehow in 1730, H,A, Feymelds armanped for
a herd of 25 of the larpgest and toupghesi bucklng tulls from
Usndeeine and Hurboldt Countiss, and Charles Hovard of Fidgewood
Fanch donated purebred ponies for the boys' bucking contast.

The Frontier Days coomittoo agked that citizens and business-
man woar loud-golored shirts and cosboy hats during the celsbration.
Frank Corbett and Fred Foord, in charge of street decomtions, saw
to it that streamers were dreped across Lain Street.

Tho automobile was taboo in the pamads, with enly floata
depicting the days of old allowed, Liona Club parade trophy cup
winners: 4. Cooper of Dos Rios, American Lagion Auxiliary [loat,
apd Willéts Post 17 horsp—drawn streetcar.

A Shetland Pony, donated by E.E, Safford of Ridgomood Hanch,
was given {ree to some lucky child, Eill Whitnoy is shown riding
it in the picture.

ladiera in hoop skirts and pentlemen with whiskers danced at
the Wild West Frentier Days Tance spongorod by the Willlts Farm
Tureau as a benaf it dance,; with music by the Netdweine halody Makers,
dnothar danco was held at Longvale to raise furds.

He Haehl was appointed manager of livestock and track oventa
by Generzl Mammger Frank H. Whitney te £ill the vacancy caused by
tha resigmation of Deed Wimmer, who handled this poaition for the

previous three years,

The American Lagion, which sponsored Frontier »_mas under
tho direction of Commander T.G. Munan and Adjutant C.R. Foord in
1930,

Newspaper accounts invited visiters to Frontier Days in
Willits, "a thriving 1ittls city of 1570 population located in the
heart of Mendocino County midwny betwoon Bireka and San Francisce."

Home-made hoopskiris and sunbonnets were popular dresa for
the three=day celebration.

W.T. Saxon waa chalrman of the pamde committees. Some of
tha local mon competing in the rodeo were "Dink™ Fersico, COeorge
Bowman, "Rupe" James, and "Doc® Suttom,

In 1530 Frantiar Days gave more than $1,000 in prizes.
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1931

Boman Riding
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Wow grandstands wers completed just before thas
1931 ghew, along with four new modomn bucking chutes,
plug saveral large and better corrals.

Tha three-sighths=mile dirt race track was in
firat class shape and wan declared one of tha boat
dirt tmeks af its kind in California.

Evanta highlighting the thres-day show
were the dances in the City Park on each of the
three nights. A baseball game was held on the
Fourth of July between Willits énd ths Sherwood
Indians,

Soma of the ovents were Malay mce, ladiea
free-for-all, men's fres-Tfor-all, atesple chase
moo, stake rece, cowgirl and cowboy horse roes,
chariot and Foman maces, bulldegging, ateer roping,
and wild horas races,

The Califormia Western Mailroad and Mavigation
Company announced a spscial Frontier Days Fete
Excusrion mta of 32,00 round trip batwoon Willits
and Fort Bragg for the show,

Apain 4n 1931 the Frontier Ih¥a ahow was gponaored
by the Willits Pest 17L, American legiem and had not
veeresd from its original purpose of being a show for
commnity benefit.
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STWEETHEART

Ennla MoKenzle




In 1532 the Willita Fire Department took over the sponsorahip of
Frontier Daya. For five years tha Amsrican legion assuzed all respon-
gibility for tho show but this year they asked to bes relioved of the
burden. Morrill Williams, former Chief of the Department, will be the
peneral manager of the show with Leandro Persico as Assistant Managar.
Hoth have been active with Frontier Nays aince tha beginning,

Advisory Beard: L. Persice, John Heap, Fay Johnson, M. Williamnm,
H.E. Hogers, A.E. Gundorson, and J.A. Bondeson, who wan the advertising
managers l.T. Hall-concession manager; A.K. Sacry-secretary; M.H. Haskett-
treasurer. Fimance committes: A.M. Sacry and AE, Gunderson; tickets -
Fay Johnaem; parades- V.W. Haselswerdt; entertairment-Frad Sowash;
daneos-H.E, Rogers.

It was lator decided that Haselswerdt would bs chairman of the night
parede and Heap chaiimean of the day pamde, cach to bo one mile long.
The night parmde started at 8:30 p.m., &t California Etrest and Main,
passing the lengith of Main and halting on Cosmercial Street near the park
whore tha "Crowlers" put on their stunmts. Uarchants wore to make their
best window displays and kesp their windows lighted until midnight during
the celebmation, The day parade was devotsd mostly to livestock and riders.

The Fire Departmont put up street decorations and building decoarationa.
Thoa boys ware willing to assist any buainessman in decorating his place of
business and would put up or take down the decorations without cost to tha
businsssman execapt for the materials used,

Esason tickets wers £2,50 covaring adaission to all eventss The
money received from the advance sale w23 used to eover all preliminary
axpatises and no contributions wara to be asked fXrom the businegsmen of
tha tomm,

Competing for Swestheart wers Enola MoHenzis, Virginia larsen, and
Peppy MePhillipa, Miss UcKenzie won the title and was furmished a
gorgoous coatums and a purebred prabian saddls horas for use In the
parade and on the track,

On July 3, a flock of carrier pigeons was relsased by the Sperry
Flour Company from in front of tho grandstand, Prizes ware given to the
best guess on the time it Ltock the birds to £ly from Willits 4o their
home lofts,

Frank Corbett apain had poncession stand for cold drinks and ice creanm,

The rodeo was & purely loeal affair but profassionals were not barred.
Animals were obtainad from Mendooino amd neighboring counties, plus mome
longhorn Uaxican cattle. Cowboy bucking centest cerries largest purse of
8L00,. Steer riding had $150 prices; ateer roping 31LS prises.

Bulldogging was prohibited by law and instead there waa a steer
decoration contest, The rider simply catches his steer and ties a larpe
rubbar band ovor its nose, the wimner doing it in the shortast time,
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1933

Batty Akins

23



10

In 1933 the Sweetheart of Frontier Days waas Detby Akina,
Judgon of the rodec were Sck Safford of the Rldgewood
Ranch; Merrill Williams, and George Bomman of Iaytomvilla,

Treick Tiding was performed by Duane Cook end Lea Forsico,

In Frontier

Lonise Foord}

righf-,
Wavo Whitnaey.
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SWEETHEART

jry Cardnor

Coler Cuard, left to right: Bill Walters, leta Inez Walters, Amy Cardner,
and Al Fayne

1]



192 i3 tha yoar that
Fromtisr Days acouirmd
tha rodeo groands -
Immiu:lmi from tha
bank in San Francisco.

The Swecth=art was Amy
wrdner and Ze-Govarnor
GeGe Yaung had a place of
honor ridine on the lasd
fire truck.

& Tamoun horss — Steamhont =

appeared throupgh the courtesy

of Marrill Williams,

One naw featur=a this
wia the hog race.

-

Sweathaart Amy ardner and

(lamn Christonson
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In 1935 thers were two parades and dancing in the park.

The Jumping Steer was a new featurs when Uonte He Rigar

on o Tooas longhorn leaped over an antomobile.
Jorma Pedronecslli was Sweetheart this year.

And tha ¢ld Pory Express was featured. Or. T.W,.
Dorrick, the last living express rider and companion
of William Cody, was the hsadliner. He had met

Buffaln Bill in 1862 at the ags of 10 in Montande



Fred Johnmon
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Taft to right: Floronca Porglco, Jemma Pedroncelll, E.E. "Eck™ Safford,

and Petdis Coleman
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1936 was the 10th anmual Frontiasr DaySsssnee

Tha sponaor was the Willits Firve Department and the

Swastheart Chairman was Lottla Houxs

Foatures were auto racing on opening days and Steve Shannon
as Clown, Jim Dosa, a professional amoinesr from San Josa,

was hers for the sscaniom,

Ths parade was scheduled for twn days and "Kay Dee" Reymolds
handled the outside mublloity.

Dutch Haselsywerdt and Bob Polter were in charge of the paradn
comitten, with Fred Somah directing the band,

Strings of lights dscoratod jain Strect,

%.i. Gibbens, age 05 years, me of the most emthusiastic
boouters of Frontisr Days, donated 31.00 even though his

means wara vary limited.

Bus Carsan, famous trick rider, came here from Utah for the

AN

Sreatheart comtestants wore Elizabeth Wendt, Iaytonmvillej
1417ena Fotter, Willits, and (dss Johnsom, Iskeport. Wimne
wea Zlizabeth Tandt.

Tha Fire Department shewnd a prafit of 3500 fram the dances at
ths farle Pavilion, and Jean Williams, a 1936 graduate of Willits

Migh School, woh & Flymeuth suto.

fn July 8, 1936, Willits had its first rain in July sinca 1920,
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Sorge Powman

A« J00

Aoland Wilildams
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Aliea Gibellini
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The Willits Fire Departwent ruised money for new grandstands to be
conpleted July 1.

Sweetheart Alice CGibellini reigned and YNoman Sawyers was announcer

and alse sang & Tow cowboy OONES.

Tien Calaman was chairman of the rawvade with L0 nrines affared. Ha

wan also in charge of tmck svents at the rodeo.

Marrill Williams and Holno Hendrioh wers in charge of arena aventa.
Two loving cups were presantad for tha beat whiskers. The Ridpowood

fanoh donated ailver apura te the winner of the brone contast.

Uross receipts from
tickoeta on the Feurth

of July - £2,800.00

- sald to be the largest
VBT,

ratimated gross from all
acurcen - 36,000,00 .

Aough House lewis

July L, 1937

L2




4
ok
=¥
I-I_
=}
m
=}
e
=
A
(=
1
1]
=
o
[
]
[
1
=l
g7
&
-
41
-5
-4
i

parade on fire department engine







SWEETHEART

fioree Srown
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Thia 12th anmaal Frontisr Days in Will‘ts 1938 was hald on the 2nd,
3rd, and Lth of July with new bleachsra at tha north end of the
grounds to accommnodate &70 persons.

The show featured a cowboy orchestra from San Rafael managed by
fpacos Squiers, a Tommer Willits resident,

Zam Garrett, world famous champlion triek roper was here. Ha won
soven times at the fammus Choyanne Frentier Days and perfomed for
feur Presidants.

The show honored Mr. and Urs, W.J. Allen of Willits, who had been
married 55 vears, =, Allsn mms 77 years old and Irs. Allen was Th.

The Iveethsart was Dorca Brown of Laytonville-and Lee Feraico, Jr.,

# "ir‘-"'
al:..

at the ape of

= — : 2 years, ? months,

ard 18 days, man
g bipg hit of the
colebmtion. A3 a
coming champlion
rodao perfomer
and futurs bYronc
rider, las alroady
had "Buck,” his
en parsonal pony
wall in hand.
Iittla loa han
never at any time
hoan strapped or tied
on his mount and in
all his riding amd
in all photogmphs
narfoms with an
abaplutely fres
seat in the saddla,

da 13 the son af
Lpp F. Parmico,
profasalonal rodeg
porformer and trick
ridar, and Florence

. Feraieo, active
particirant in many
rodaca,.

In 1930 the take at

tho gate was 0501,30

on Saturday; 51,706.75
on Supday, and 32,726,530
on Lomday,

Total groas wag
57,250,705,
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In the legd laft to right: Harbare Corbett; Jim 3ilva; and
Fred Porers. Barbara and Frod won the prize (6 show tickets)
for the prettieat pintoa.
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Ernestine Casteel, laft

Runner-up Eathryme Kenworthy, right

Lo



Marrill Williamn was Director of Frootier Days in 1939 and comitien
chairmen wers Harold Rogsrs, music: Wllinm Fomd, danon, and Fred
Somash, parada,

Camvans wara held on Junme 18 and 26, when residanta tmavalled to
tomns all over Mendocinn, Take, arnd Sonoma Countiss to advertise

Frontier Days (soo pictura below).

The budget was lowered this year to 35,325.00 and Swestheart
contestants ware Ernoatine Casteel and Fay Kemworthy. Emostine
wng nomed Swestheart.

0.5, Homard was Grand larshal. The Fainbow Swingareo played for
the dansing. June 10 was the deadline for western attirs but no
beards ware required. It wasz decided to have an amateur night
instead of Kangareo Court thia wear,

laa Peraico, Jr., perfomming at the World's Fair Rodeo in San
Frunoisco, publicized Frontisr Days by an appeamance at the Redwood
Empire Building on Treasure Island on May 13,

Trick riders, fancy roparn, and special sntertainers were leo

Porsico, Jr., Lea and Ohristy Lefoy, Cene Hall, and Dick Griffitha,
Shorty Cisco will be the clown, 8Silver Dollar, a tmained glant Brahma,
wmas the featirs gattmection. Profit was 8L00.00. Two new restraecms
wars tuilt at the rodoo grounds and @ flag pole was installsd.

Willits Frontier Days Camavan on the Cld Court House stepas-Santa Fosa
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The Willits Firamen apongored Frontior Days in 1940 and also
handled the Sweetheart Contest, Evelyn Hobley won the Contest
ard Aozetta Drew, Mas Staon, and Ethel Ounn were Tunnara-up.

Bugy rumming the show this year were chairmen fus Grosn, Leo
Conard, Jim Fowers, Merrill Williama, Urs. Harold Rogers, Mrs.
Elwin Van Clesmput, M.E. Potter, Frank Whitney, W.D. Ford,
J.A, Bondeson, and AU, Sacry.

The caravans made their first booster trek to Covelo with
C1ifT Iversen furnishing the muaic and Howard Bobbitt supplying
the m lpﬂﬁh&r.

Four-yaar-old Baby Lee Persico again saptivated the crowis at
the rodeo, along with Shorty Clasco, gonboy clown and Verno and
Myrtle Ooodrich, trick ridemrs and fancy ropers. Dud Bentley
announcad far the rodeoc.

Fiald events wars ataor riding, single steer roping, bronc
riding, calf roping, bull dogging, and local steer roping.

Track @vents wers ladiss mounta, lecal cowgirls' mace, local
stock horse class, trick riding, hackamors class, flat race,
trick and faney roping, westarn color class, stake race, tmil
horse ¢lass, relay mace, local cowboy Tace, free-forall mca,
and pig race,

on each day of the show, July 3 and L, thero waz a pamde, rodoo,
dance and cammival, with fireworks an added attraction ene dny,

e carnival was Martin's United Shows and Sob Baumhy of Sacramanto
supplisd the stock.

The Woman's Tnprovemsnt Club won the cup for ths parade entry.
In this year of 1940 Frontier Days clsarsd 3700.700.
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Merrill Williams managed the show in 1541 with help from Ous Groen,
John Marrow, and W.D. Ford. Ous Conmad assisted derrill in his
added duty as arema diroeotor.

Feature attractions were the 0'Neil Brothers as clowng, Dige Criffith
as ace trick rider, and S-year-old les Fersico,

The Goodwill Tours went to Covelo on June 5 and 4o Fort Bragg on June 22.

There were eight girls competing for Swestheart: Thelma Ferguaon,
Bauline Standley, Jennis Lilly, Evelyn Mitohell, Buth Houx, Mary Lou
Silva, Mary Elaine Casey, and Petty Jane Clark. Fauline Standley
waz the winner.

Tax Funt'a orcheatm played for tha dancea and though thorn was neo
whiskerino contest all men weras to wear weatern attire starting June 1.

Eangaroo ocourts
wero held on

Juns 30 and July 1
and an added
attraetion was

a0 41T ghows

Bud Bontlay mas
AITRATICE T .

Timars ware
Gnrdon Heachtel,
Henry Haehl,
Logan Anker,
14, L.M Cex, TDS,

Judgea warn
Juok Kyars
and Phil WinepgaAT,

Mor=mn Bohn
mio trock ovant
director.

Fromtiar Dayo
olsared 31,000,

At 1sft, young

Len Fersino,

Elwin Van Cleemput,
and Merrill
Williams, in

July 1941,




left to right: Baverly Clay, Ustze Fage, Dorothy Castsel, Freda Willbumn,

Virginia Casteel, Pauline Standley, Mildred Sanders, Murial Vinton,
Maria Van Clompat, and Ethel Cunn.
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1942

Uelba Dempawy




Permission had to ba obtained to have Frontier Days in 1942 bocauso
of the war. A plan for traffic control was submitted one month in
sdvance to Headquarters, Western Defense Command and Fourth Army.
Tt was approved,

The Willits Firemen spcnaored the show again and once again Marrill
Willinms was manager. Ous Grosn and W.D, Ford were among his helpera.

Bacause of the tire shortage thers was no tmavelling camvan but
there was a publioity tmin trip to Fort Bragg on Juns 21.

On May 22, the Swoetheart contest opened with Jeanann White,
'F:i.ﬂ.:n. Conmd, and Malha Dampasy competing. MValba Dempaey won
the homor,.

The commmnity got into gear with cowboy outfits to be worn starting
June 1 and geveral Kengaroo Oourts.

The Willits High School Band volunteared to furnish music for tha
ghow and the érowds enjoyed & mater fight sarly in the evening on
tho Fourth of July.

Added attractions wers Frank and Bernice Dean, trick riders and ropers;
Steve Shannon, clown; Lee and Christy le Hoy, trick riders and ropers;
Tsabal Belden, girl jockey; Dorothy Pleper, calf and ateer roper; aml
Mickey Stickmey, bronc rider. The stock was furnished by Beb Bauwsby
and Bud Bentley was announcer.

Frontiar Days was the only
rodeo on ths Fourth of July
in this part of the West.

There was such a hip crom

that gome of the restauranta
r' mn out of faod.

Total prize monsy was 32,393.90.

It ms estimated that tha viaitors
spent about $L0,000,

Frontier Dayn! profit was §500.

Helen Smith (right) and
Lottia Houx (laft) on
duly L, 19L2.
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1943

Amn Cox; far left
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On May lat the Frontior Daya Committes announomd that pammiasion to hold
the show for 1943 had been received from the State of Califomia and from
the Western Defense Command, but with the dim-out the carnival was not
lighted,

The Sweetheart Contest opened May 10 with contestants Ann Cox, Joassde
lawrason, Georgia Casteel, Puth Page, Haroldine Hansen, and Ann Ford.
Ann Cex won tha titla,

Morrill Williame again was manager of the Firemen sponsored show and
Charlas Howard was Grand Marshal,

Commitiees got underway with chalrmen Robert Alsott, Louis Zanalla,
and Michard BExlay.

Food in 1943 was a problem because of mtioning, The mstauranta were

getting barely encugh food for their regular customers. A.F. Dang and
15 gon from the Whita Cottage sot up a sandwich stand in tha City Fark.

This 1943 cromd was the greatest yet and Frontier Days was said to have
the largest pate recelpts sinecs it started.

A profit of $3,136.53 ms reported.
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The United States Amuy, 29th Sngineers, stationod in Willits










SWEETHEART

Anna Ford
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The Lighta went on again in 194, tha dim-cat maz liftad, and the
camival lights once more added to the Frontier Daya festivities.

Five girls compated for Sweatheart and Ann Ford was chogsen, Runners=
up were Fay Shoemaker, Jessle lawmason, Audray Dean, and Catharina
Simmarlay.

Svan larger cromls than the year hafors ware on hand for all the
evente including dances on four conpecutive nighta and two paradas
and two rodeos. A watar fight wag held on July Imd.

Cno prelude was the Business and Professional Women's Club danca
on June 2L after which westem apparel was to be wom.

fdohart Alcott and louis Zanella ware again among the active chalrmen
and Shorty Wrightaman operated the carmival. Charles Homard was
Orand Marshal,

Profit for Frontler Days waa 9L,000,00.
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Lalt to mighti

Clayton Gunn, Jrs, and Mr, and Mrs. C.E.
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Lillian Eroh
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Laft to
right: Flo
: renge I
eraico, lLittle lee, leo
; and Chuck
Faraice
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The 20th Fromtier Days in 19L6 drew 8,L00 spectatora at the gmte
in twe days, 1,000 more than the year before,

The Sweatheart Contest was the closest raca ever held hera for
this honor, OCeorgia Stevall, winner, polled a total of 5,567,500
votas, HRunners-up wore Joyos Sawyers and Metze Fage. Allan Sasry
was chilrmman of the contest.

Seating was increased by 500 with new bleachers at the south end
of the grandstand.

Whiskerino contest winners were Don Ciancio, firat, and Frank
Hacagno, sacond, Wastarn drass was worn baginning Vay 2h.

The rodecs gave 22,L00 in purses, doubls the amount of tha previous
yoar, anl new events ware the children's class and the pinto clasa.
Features wera trick riders Ren Williams of Nowhall with his wife

amd daughter, Louis Cabml and wife, arnd Ise Porsico, Jr., with his
pet pony Puck, who went through a serles of riding and roping atunts.

Mr. and Mre. J.E. Harton, of the Fanch Ednitn, wera on hand an
enttmsiagtic supporters, as were Mr. and Mrs. Carl Edenfeldt of
Sausalito, ona of ths original founders of the ahow,

The Sweetheart Contest prize was a saddle levather bag with the
winner's name engraved on a silver plate which was mounted on the
g .

Farads manager was Wilbur Pullen; tmack events ware mamaged by
Hormman Buhnj anncuncer waa Goorge F. Brocks, and Marrill Williams
handled the arena with the asasistance of (us Conrad.

Net profit to Frontisr Days was §l,500,00,
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Charles S. Howmard

Ridpewnod Ransh
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1947

SWEETHEART

Ann Crabtron




Ap sarly as Junm 21 in 1947 a Pre-Fourth dance was held in the Fark
Favilion, sponsored by the Pusiness and FProfessiomal Wemen's Club,
and wastern dress had alraady aprung up all ovar towm.

For the 15th year, Merrill Williams was rodeo manager. The Fire
Department managed again, and those playing ioportant rolsa included:
Chiaf Bob Aleott, Isuis Zanella, Bob Harmh, Don Camsron, louis Hertain,
Austin Gy, Jerry Collisr, Gordem Hill, Bill Pullan, Allen Sacry,
Merrill Williams, Bud Harms, George Chasa, Jack Orocker, Henry Krch,
Ken Carrett, Pasilis Quadria, Inther Weonacott, Bill lay, Fred Lawmason,
Vnrvin Clover, Charles Haun, and Lloyd Ellictt.

"Buzzy" Persico, youngest son of My, and krs., les Persico, was an
added feature tl’-iiu year, performing with bhrother Lon.

Sweatheart candidates were Mary Browm, Alice Chapman, Jearmette White,
Vglba Downs, and Ann Crabtree, Winner of the titla was Ann Crabtree,

Whiskerino Contost winners warp ¥r, Orr, [irst place, and Bill Woollsy
and Royal lope, second and third places, chosen by applausse.

Ten thousand people saw the Frontier Uays rodeo, with more than 180
winners in rodoo ovonts, GHodep grounds crews wers under the direction
of Louis Zanella and Bill Pullen. Frank Alberti of KWBR bay city
radic station, was handling publicity. For thres days' arena sventa
the cash prizes totaled £3,600, Some of the performors were trick
ridors Vern and Myrtle Goodrich of Newhall, lea Persice, Jr., Jimnie
Dickenaon as olown, and Bud Bently ss rodeo announser.

Bucking horges, Embma balls, and roping stock weare furmiphed by
EBob Hamty of TRmantos.

The parade was handled by Don Cameron and his commities, In tha
svenings the music of Lonny Faposoe's orchestm drifted out of tha
Park Pavilion whara tho dances wore holda

Willitg! celebration was honored this year by tho prosence of the
Peruvian Consul of San Francisco who of ficially acceptad an invitation
to bring hia party here for tha letes

On the firct day of the celebration, water fights between the toams
of Willits, Fort Bragg, and Santa Fosa wers staged on Commercial Strest
at ‘u"ll ﬂi'tl]' Pl.l'ki

The ghow this year netted about 31,300 for Frontier Days, which, as
always, went tomard civic improvement for Willits,



1illian Kroh

The onldy girl to be Swestheart twice
{Ss0 18L5)
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Willits went on the alr for the first time in history on Friday, May 20,
19L8, according to newspaper reports, when the American leglon, assisted
hy ‘I;l!m Chambar of Commerce and Williis Fire Department, sponsored a
mdin hreakfast ovor ENBEC. Dorothy fankin, imown in roden cirelos as
"Jana lae," was in charge of and directed the unique local broadcast
araund Willits and ita colorful Frontisr Dars history.

Five girls v ed for the title of Sweetheart of Frotier Days: Jednnette
Waite (20-30 Club spomsor); 141lian Kroh (Iions Club sponsor); Barbam

Fvans (Poat 17h, American Lepion sponsor}; Joy Ann Wisa (independent),

and ¥arian Bogue (Horsmman's Aspeciation aponmor).

Sweatheart winner was I4llian Kroh with 883,450 votes and Marian Bopue
was second with 109,015 votes, A threa-day trip to San Fmnelsco wagp
me of soveml prises for the winner.

Layor Rassell Ells made the cpening speech to the apectators and the
fegtivitiss began, with a erowd-pleasing diaplay of fireworka by the
Shell (il Company, Fangarve Courl, and an a ateur alght sponsored by
the Willite Lions Club with Erma Davenport assisting Ward Young.

Tap danoer Phyllis Vinomt of Iaytonville won top honorg in the
amnteur show, and Barbara Fayne and Erma Davenport wore also winners.

Charlss Sticiney and Lew Eassott were two casualtiss in the Frontier
Oays rodeo, attendsd by more than 8,000 parsons on tha two days,

More than §L,000 mada up
tha prize list for the
tmick and arenn avanta ot
the rodecs.

hinkarino Contest winners
wore Frank Hecagne, Eill
foolley, and Eupene Bussaey,

~irst honor and trophy
Winner in the parads was

the Pusinass and Professional
Womon's Club of Willita

wWith Ltheir flmat, "Homa

on tha Fange."

Loke Dowary waa the clowmj
larjoris Foborts aml Anna
lee Fatterson were tidck
riders,

lack Barbour fumishead the
rodeo stook. Added this year
were children's pig mce amd
wild eow millking contest.

Not prafits $3,M0,00,

- OB 8 O & @ O W N O 8 O W

Ieft: Colleon and Ferry Smith
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19L9 was to ba the last year the Willdits Fire Departmont
would sponsor Frantisr Days.

Gut in this final yoar they staped one of the moat unusual
pablicity stunts in many years. In Juns firemen staged a
mock hold-up to exploit the coming Frantisr Days calshmtion,

The firemen treated LDO passenpers of a special Radwood
Empire Bxcuraion train to an entertaining half hour, Many
of the passongers were loaded inte ome of the old stage
crachoa and glven shorl ridea.

Tod Pownll, Fisld and Cams Edite= of the San Francisoo
Chronicle, was Honormary Meyor of Willits during the
festivitias. He was author of the "Woodsman™ enlusm
which appeared deily in the San Franciasco paper.

Swootheart contestants wers Marian Dogue, Virginia Camp
Betty Mast, Wilda Mae Wagnor, and Dolores Strickland.

Winnar was Betty Unst and the prizes wers a weskond at
Hoberg's Reacrt, a trophy, amd 10% of the ticket sales.

Specialties were Dick Criffith, world champlen trick rider;
Hoga Iarimer, trick and fanoy rider; Lee and Chuoky Fersioo,
claver young trick riders, and Chuck Iarimer, rodeo clown.
Cash prizes for arena evonts reached 54,000, Mack Barbour
again furnished the rodec stock. Bob Calnn did famey roping,.

fpproaimtely 7,000 persons watched the rodecs. Ticket
sales by the Dweethwart contestants totaled £2,000, Again,
popilar events were baseball game, pamades, ro:luu, dances,
fiveworia (by Shell (il Company), mter fight, camival,

Some of the Frontier Daya' workers names this vear were
Osorge ¥line, Wilbur Fullen.

Lenny Fapose and Wenlay Tuttle furnished the music for the
dancos which also featursd the Frontioromen and "Threa
Shiftless Skonks,®

Whigkarine winners were Don Bogue and Sidney Black,
Capturing the rodeo cash were 77 arena and 51 truck antries,

Net loos Lhis ymar, becauss of permanent improvements to the
rodec grounds, was §1,323.65.

In late August firemen resigned and in November & new Frontier Days, InO.,

was formed with directora: Dr. lfaymond Eabeock, Al Oreenberg, (eorge Stempel,

A Farten, Merrill Williams, William Stringer, Harold Jorgensen, lee Tersico,
and Iouis Dertain, Iater that month Chet Oriffith and Karold Casteel ware added,




Louis Zanells

Prealdent of Pronller Days
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Early in 1950, in February, the new slate of directors, with two
now onas added, Bi1ll Whitnay ard Don Cnleman, began arrangoments
for Frontisr Daya.

Bafore the end of the previous year they had elected officara:
Dr. Faymond Baboook Proaident

Llee Fersico First Vice Preaident
Al CGreenberg Second Vies Presidemt
Ed Harton Third Vice President

Harold Jorgensen eecrotary

Uhairmen of activities ware named s follown: Chat Griffith,
geneml manager of the rodeo with Merrill Williama and Les Paraiso
as his assistants; Ed Harton, parade; Al Greenberg, carnival and
conoeanionsj Harold Casteel, Swectheart Contest; Louis Bartain,
dances; Bill Stringer, advertising; Harold Jorgensen, ticket salos
and firencing, end Bill Whitney, street dacomtions.

ne committon appointed to rehabilitate the gandstands at the rodso
grounds consisted of Don Colaman, Louis Bertain, and Mer-111 Willlams,
Another committes was formed to "iron out verious activities during
the rodso." Marbars wars William Stringer, B4 Marton, and Harold
Jorgensen.

Apsistant Pammde laster mas John Kiraly and daily parede marahal:
Charles 8, Homard, The rodeo program was hamdled by Chet Griffith.

Sweetheart Contest prizes were 8150 Keepsake diamond ring from
Gunlander's Jewelry of Willits, plus riding cutfit, trophy, a
woekond trip for winner and chaparon, nlus Z0% of her ticket sales,

Contestants for the Oweethsart crown were Myrils Barlet, Barbars
Baslman, Evelyn Humea, and Wanda Iana, The girl who won the title
was Vandn Lane,

Nightly amateur shows were held by Fred Sowash and his assistant,
Jack Criss,

An announcement was made that vsherettes wero needed for the rodecs
(threo redecs were held this year) and applicants were to contact
Emnma Lom Alcoti.

Goorge Klain was the rodoo announcer; & specisl rodeo attraction
was Monte UYontana and his troupe, More than §7,000 made up the
prize offerings for riders in three thrilling Frontlsr Days rodons,

Iagunita Fabeiah Lodpe and the Cooperative Mursery wers judged co—
winners of the pamdn sweopstakes honors, and were given duplicate

trophies.




Dr. Baymond Babcock

President of Frontier Days
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left to right: Harold Casteel, Merrill Williams Al Greemberg,

Chet Oriffith, Harcld Jorgensan, Bill Whitngy, Lee Persico,
Bill Stringer, Don Coleman, and Dr, faymond Babcock.
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1951 came in with & theme:
EILVEAR AMNIVERSAKY F FRONTIER DAYS

Directors wore Dr. Faymond Babeock, also president;
Bill Stringer, Harold Jorgensen, Louis Bertain, 5r.,
Al Gresnberg, John Kiraly, lse Persice, Sr., J.E.
Harton, Merrill Williams, Harnld Castesl, George
Stompel, Don Colsman, and William Whitney.

Swoethenrt Comtestants: lauris Krench, Gretchan Mnllan,
Yvonne Moors, and Joann Aspiala.

The 1951 Silver Anniversary Sweethsart was

Iretchen Mallen.

Farade chairman John Kiraly conducted s two-day parads
with Orand Marshal Ur. Faymond Baboock, president of
Frontior Days. Tho Swoepstakes trophy was amarded to
the Willits Chamber of Commerce for their float,

Tha two—dny roden featured rodeo stock by Mack Berbour
and the announcer waz George 5. Klsin of (oldendals,
Washington. Sherman Crain, knowa for his akills with
Brahoe btulls, was the clown and bull fighter,

Soms of the rodoo featuran wore Uiss May Eona of
Douglas, Arizona, mking her first appearance in
Willits with her trick riding act, and Willits'
trick riders, Lee and Chuck Persico,

Frontier Days dances wera held at the Fark Favilion
to the muaic of Dude Martin,




Laft to right: Al Greenberg, J.E. Harton, Don Coleman, Emma Lou Alcott,
Bill Whitney, Marge Moore, Bill Stringer, and
Lap "Dink® Persico




Senastine Forro in & silver dress in the 1951 Frontier Days persde

to cormeaorats tha 25th (Silver) Anniversary of Frontier Days. Flans

were to dross Ernestine Forro in gold for the 50th (Goldan)
Anniversary in 1976.

a8




1952

SWEETHEART

Yvonne Dussean
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1952 was a good year for the Willits Frontier Daym
paredos.

It was tha first year hera for the Aalmes Shrine
Mounted Fatrol, mesbers riding matched Pinto hormes
during the two days of pamades, 411 ridors omed
their oon riding egquipment and costumes, valuad

ﬂt E‘Taimi

Farade Oweepstikes winnor mas the Methodiat Ouild,

Frontier Days had two bands in the parade that year:
the Sonthern Pacific Band and the Willits High School
Band.

Cne parade entry was Don Clurehill and his specially-
built $15,000 automobile.

Four girls competed for Swestheart: Tvonne Duaseau,
Mt Wakelard, Jesnatte Ouehennic, and Barbara Beaslman.

The Sweathaatt wag Ivonne Dusseau.

On the Board of Diroctors this year were Nerrill
Williama, Don Coleman, Bill Whitnay, John Kirely,
Bidie Anderson, 85111 Ford, Logan Anker, Bill Stringer,
Elwin Van Clesmput, Robert Winslow, apd Harold
JOTEenoan.

Two dances were held at the park pavilion with msle
by Barnyard Hoedown and Don Clwrohill and his Texas
Mavericks.

Horsemanship trials for the Sweotheart ware held at
the rodeo grounds on July 3rd with the parads at
8230 followed by coronation of the Swestheart at the
dance pavilion,

On July L, tho Southem Fazific Band entortained
with a concert in the City Fark at 11:30. The pamda,
began at 2 p.m., followed by the rodeo at 3 p.a.

Fallewing the rodeo, the wnter fight waa held at
T pete, batween Willite' and Fort Bmgp's fivenan.

Star attraction at the rodeo mas Sany Slack, a six—year-
old trick rider who had perfommed since the age of 3.

The rodec stock was from Mack Barbour again with
George Eloin alse as announcer for the radeo,
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1953

SWEETHEART

Claire Buffman
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¥i114ts was o0 have two bands 4n the 1953 Frontiar
Nays parade, the Havy Elactronics Band and the
Will4ts High Sehool Band, however the Havy man

had a mix=up in the tmngportation departure
ingtrictions from their base and most of the band
mecbera did not mke it to the parade in time %o
marche The few who did borroved instruments and
marched with the Willits High School Jand.

The parade Sweapstakes winner was the Willits
Fire Departoent AuxiliaTye.

Our Sweethsart contostants wore Claire Fuffman,
Arlene Crocker, and Jeanette Bradley.

The girl who religned aa Sweathoart maa Clairs
Huffman,

The Grand Marshals for the parads were Mr. and
:hﬂ-l !LE; mnfﬂ-ﬂ of Eah‘l#iﬂ, I:E'.\ifﬂmil.

Gowion lane was first winner of the Whiskerino
Contast with John naon second and Lew inapp
third.

Dagt All-Rourdl Cowboy at the rodpo that year wes
Cotten Rosser from Rad Bluff.

fodao olowns wore Ted Billings of Cenby, California
and his trined chimpanzee and his mule, which
provided the crowd with lota of laughs, Bi11
1andis of Toppenish, Washington was also in on

the cloming.

feawl af Dirsctors: Les Parsico, 5r,, Merrill
Williams, Don Oolaman, Al Orosnborg, 8411 Thitney,
John E4maly, Bddie Anderson, Bill Ford, Logan Anker,

8111 Stringer, Slwin Yan Clasomput, Sobert inalow, and

Yarnld Jorgensen.

dack Barbour provided the stock and Jaorga Flain
announcad again.



Rowland Hunter on Coyote in 1930
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laft to right: Nellie Moore and Helen Smith
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In this year of 135 the population of iandecino Caunty was estimated at
h7,330 - s=aid to be up 17,15 ovor 15050; Onodwin Enight wma governor of
Califemia, and Henry Haehl was olected MHayor of Willits, Harvey Sawyers
won the Supervigor's seat.

Willits *Hgh School graduated a class of 61 seniors on Juneg 19, the Bank
of Willita was paying 2% intersst on savinga acoocunts and celobmated ita

S50th birthday.

The mainfall total for the season was 55,63 inches; Tillits water, distrib-
uted through Pacific Gaa and Slectric Company mains, was given top rating
by the State Department of Publlc Health and the Federal Securitiss Agency
and FOLE started constriction of their new "yard,®

Frontior Daym in 195k, under the dircotion of Frasident Harald Jargansen,
came up with a theme: "This is Califoernia.”

Tha anmal Business and Profossional Women's Kick-Off Danes was hald at tha
park pavilion to the music of Lotten's Orchestra ..... and it coat 91g
plus 7¢ tax for a total of 51,00 admission. The Fire Department also
spongorad dancea an tha nights of July 3 and || to the music of Peck
Uragory and his orchostra at the pavilion.

2ma Lou Alcott handled tickets for the SwWeetheart Contestanta, who ware
required to sall $500 worth of tickets to qualify., FPolint breakdom for
winning was horsomanship 50 points; scholastio 25 points, and tickets
10 pointa.

Jontestants were Joan Neary, apongored by the Willits Susiness Soostaers;
fianda UsCopker, sponsored by the Mcinh Riding Cluby Eldre Graham, sponsored
by the Willits Limms Club; Irenc Beliz, and Eathy Martindslas,

Swogtheaxt Joan Heaxwy was coronated on July 2 at a dance at the park pavilion.
Saecordd placs went to Eldms Graham,

The Top dand Barbecus was held on June 26. Admission was pained by present-
ing ribbons which had been sold ahead of tine, iore than 257 persons were
axpacted at the barbacos, which bagan at 12:3%,

The City of Willits was decomted with flagy across Muin Strant and old
tims stags coschas and wagons were pathed a2t various spota in towm.

Urand arshal was dax Kortum from Petaluma, The Shrine Aahoes mounted
mirol from (akland appeared herg again and thore were 50 sntriss in the
parads, including the Willits High School Rand,

Ihe Swaopelakas trophy was won hy the Willits Canpfire Girls whose {loat
featured California on gold paper background. Second was Willita Fire
Department Auxiliary and third was the Women's Loprovemant Olub.

Uther pnmdoe winners warg: Famde Horge Division: Jim Jones and Rax'as
Golden Slipper, first; Andy and Anpa Mas Curtin, second; ife. and Mre,
<harles ; third, ifounted Group: Fotter Valley Riding OClub, first;
Willits Horseman's Association, second; Ukiah Riding Club, thinrd,
Junior Younted DMwision: Willita Junio= Horsemen, fivet. Working Cowbey:
Louin Oarbocci, first; Boy Tieo, asconds Working Cowgirl: lary Dale
Folson, firet; Yenda lane, secand.

At the rodeo, All-flound Cowboy was Johwmy Mitchell fram Fort Bragg.




Shirlay Marritt



Logan Anker was President of Frontier Days in 1995 and brought back smuch
events as the amateur show under Bud Sowash and Logging by h Sanders.
The parades, two of them, wern hoadod by Nellie Corbott and her committee:
Alza Albme, Elizabeth Erch, Frances Pnllen, Art 3nith, Troy Thompson,
Marshall Merritt, and Jack Cress.

lea Kenworthy handled publicity, Zddis Andarson the barbeacue, Farold Jorgen-
son the Sweothoart Contest, William Haschtol ticket sales, Al Cresnbarg amd
William Whitney finances, and Lee Fersizo, Sr., was general manager.

The thoma: Life of Black Bart. Orand Earshal of the two pamades was Jim
Jonas and his Falomino "musical horse" Colden Ulipper from tha East Valley.
Three bands marched in the pamde: The Willits High Schocl Band, the Pine
Streat Junior High Schoel Band, and the U.3, Mavy Band, which also gave a
sonoert in the City Fark one evening,

Shirlay Merritt was Sweatheart, sponsored by the Willits Horsemen's Assoc=
iation, coromated on July 3 at the rodeo grounds, Runner-up was Sharon Lon.

The girla had horswmanghip competition at the Top Hand Barbooue during the
afternoon. OContest committeemen ware Carl De Rago and Louis Sprventi.

Swestheart Shirley Merritt and her rumner-up rode in the parade on the
Chambor of Commerce float, dons with a red velvet heart, on July 3. On
the Fourth, they rode horsea.

Farade Sweopstakes winners were Willits Campfire Odirls float - Let Fresdom
Ring = and the runnor—up Willits Fireman's Auyiliary with their Goddass of

Horo than 7,000 persons attended the two day shaw. Thae logping events
contest, sponsored by the Willits Boosters Club, had log rolling, high
elimbing, chain saw, harmd bucking, axe throwing, urling, speed chop,

and an added attraction = womon's hand bucking, won by Bessis Bemmett of
Willits and Catherine Allen of Upper lake. These wers hald at the rodeo site.

Frontier Days cleared a profit of §2,661.62 and after a funding advance
was made on the year 1950 loss, they had a net profit of §1,85h.00.

In this year the tmaffic signal mes installed and put into operation at
the comor of Main and Conmorcinl Streeta.

Horthbrook Manor had open house for its firet unit of homes in May.

Brooktmilsn Ouoat Sanch suffored o $100,000 blazo whioch dostroyed tho main
lodge and dining room. BEddie and Marie Andersan wWere oWners.

Total seasen mainfall was 37,20 inches, B inchss under normal, Nevarthaless,
a record 7.88 inches in 2l hours during hoavy stomms washed out 10 bridpes

in the area.
The Blgod BEapnk was initiated by the Business and Professional Women's Club.

Eden Valley Ranch was parchazed from the Henshaw Tnvestment Cosmany by loeal
men - Hobert Harrmah, E.d, Mo Keo, Jr,, Earl Meise, Jr., and Frank Crawford,



Mavor Henyr Haehl presented Sweethsart Shirler Merritt with her crowm at

the rodeo grounds. PRunner-up Sharen long shared tha Bweatheart float.

11l



WHISKERING CONTESTANIS

Iaft to right: Gordon lane, Pud Sowash, and John Munsem.

Gavle Zanalla portmyn Coddess of Liberty

on Willite Fire Department Auxiliary float.
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1956 vas the 30th anmual Frntler Days and was
under the direction of Logan Anker

This was the first yaar the stagecoaches ware not
placed on the atreets for decomtion,.

A now and fascinating emtry in the ramda ma the
San Francisco Chineso Girls' Drill Teanm.

Hinner of the parada Sweepstake trophy wms the
Littls lake Umnge.

First in the Junior Division was the Girls Scouts
antry.

Sweothsart Betty Ann Stansberry and runnars-up
Deanna Sinclair, Fatsy Southwick, and Donna Kager
rode on a float in both parades. Coronation took
placa at ths rodeo grounds,

Thoe Business and Profeasional Women's Club had
their pre-Fourth dance to Chuck Straight's
orchestra on June 23.

Fourth of July dances wers held at the park
pavilion and the Top Hand Barbecue was at
Brooktrails,

Pack Cregory and his Dude Coubeoya again
rovided sone of the muaic for tho dances and
sk Barbour provided the stock for the rodesoa,



Left to right: Deanna Sinclalir, E1lan Ne Rego, Patsy Southwick,

Batty Ann Stanaberry, and Donna Kaner,
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Fat Uoreno
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Hellis Oorbett was again chaimmn of the parade in 1957,
is she was for many yvears. Many will remambor her in har
whita hat with the wida brim, atanding in ths zun at the
eornor of Main and Commarcial, soeing the entries off,
down IQin Gtreet, clipbcand and whistle in hand.

logan Anker was president,; holding moatings many nighta
through tha years on the baleony of the Van Hotel,

Highlight of the parade was again the colorful and
popular Chinpse Girlg' Drill Team of San Franciseo,
St. Mary's School. Another highlight was the Sixth
Army Pipe Dand from the Fresidio, San Fmanciaco.

Tha largost mumbor of girls in history competed for
the titls of Sweethsart of Frantier Days in 1957 -
fourteen in all.

Contastants ware Judy Coleman, Janice Hall, Rose Kaisar,
Fat Morsno, Carel Jean Sandara, Sharon Molt, Eloiss
Taldren, Sonja Powers, Cayle Zanella, Saxon Wella,
Lorraine Wycoff, Elsie Stansberry, Diapa Watemman, and
l‘hrﬂll'ﬂt- Harek,

Winner of the titla was Fat Loreno.

Eddin Ardorson was chalirman of the hﬂrhm:un, aszisted
by Dutch Harms, “oto Nolla, Puster Edwarda, Al Graenherg,
and Williaz Whitney.

Wiaic for tha dances was by Chuck Ray and his Cang
(Linda Hoth and Willis Dahl) of San Jone.

Grand Hdarshal of tha samde waa Anniae ﬂuklgg (Cordy
Campball) and horoe "Tarpet" from 2 Solans Uoanty
sheop ranch.

The Swaspatakes winner was the Marri-Zds, Willits club.
Jack Hiddleton of Hedding won Bast A11 Dound Cowhoy.

Chueckt Lorimer and Benny Bennefield performed as rodeoc
olomms.,
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Swaotheart contestants, eignt in 811, in 1758 were
letha Shumakor, Paggy lolmes, June Yashbum, Fmneine
Sanchaz, Bormie Tatum, ¥atle Smith, Arlinme Harmon, and
Linda E'I.H'ﬂ,,"-'i

Ietha Smmaker reimed as Swesthoart of Frantier Days
in the contest directed by chairman Carl DeRego.

Nellis Corbett handled the parade. Tho Swaspstakes
winner was the Willits Fire Dopartmant Auxiliary

with their float - "River Boat" - dma to the smallest
detail,

One of the parada entries s the Winns Wings (eight
majorettes from Ukiah),

Froutier Days presaident was Ralph Biker aml socretary
was Merrill Williams.

Hodso groomds maintenance wag managed by Fetd Forsico.

Twtah Harms wes the barbecus clainmn with the Willits
Post 1Th, Amarican lagion, in charge.

Stock Tor the rodec this year was provided by Dick
Hematead of Fad Bluff, Bullfighter and cliwn wasz
Tarnsy Calmes of Heno, Oreogon.

Dick Iuke of Bradarick, Califomia won the title
of A11 Round Comboy.

In 1950 the shesp dog trials wawe contimiod, as well
ags the wild horse race.

Migis for the dancoa was by Fhil Bovern of Ban Francisce.




1958 Parede Sweepstake Winner
by Willits Fire Department Auxiliary
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Dueteh Horma

Swaothaart Float




1959

Marian Wnitely
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Jim Jermings took over in 195% as pronident of
Frontier Uaya and the show this year was
dedicatad to Al Greenberg for his contimed
help and supnort through the years,

Donations Clairmn waa Ethel Clatty, as she was
for many vears, brin;ing many donations to the
Frontior Days £411.

Bight girla tried for th titla of Swestheart

of Frontler Days = Fat Driscoll, Barbara Simmorman,
Willie Thurman, laRita Helen Tubha, Mardan Whitely,
¥aren 1111ar, MMnaie Dryant, amd Certis Holsington.

Winner was Marian Whitely, Sweetheart for 1959,

Owaetheart Contest chairmon wara Al Canera and
Frank Zdmrda.

farads Chairman was agedin Nellis Corbett and one
of the entries this yoar was tha Woadland Riders,
& vary larga gmir.

Smocpatakes winnor was again The Marri-BEds,
Thiskerine contest winners mere Frank Eooagne
for & f£ull teard and Bch Kanig for ths best
handlobar mustache. Judge was Puddy Weber.

thaie was supplied by The Enights for the
CATO0N -

Nodan livestook cams from Dick llsnstead of Hed
Bluff, Concoessions were operated by Frances
Forro and IaVerno Allon amd waluntasrs.

Willits Post 17L, Amorican logion, mas in charge
of the barbecue,

Proceeds this year from the show = J5,200,00,
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Faris Wnitnay took over this year aa Pregident of
Fprontior Daya. Ho is the saon of ona of the
fourdara of this organization, It was 1960,

Ethel Clatty rode at the head of the rarade,
honoyed as Omnd Marabal, Her family, too,
had been active for many vears in Frontier
Dazra,

Cuneral Manager this year, working with
Faria Whitney, was Lol Clatty.

Banmers wore on tho gtreets, weatern attire
was everywhers, and it was f‘rmﬂi: Daya

from out of the past] A trip to las Vegas and
other prizes were of fered, totaling §595.75.
lmyor Iao Hulott welcomed and rode in ths pamds
with Pestus Okotio=-Sboh, Wigerian Federal Miniater
of Finance.

Swesthsart Carals Collisr, who was coromated
at the danee. HRunner-up was Maxine Bratsberg.

Smeetheart chairman was Frank Edwards. Prizes
ware glven on Sweatheart ticketa this year amd
Ir. Faymond Fahoock won a trip to Mexico,

The parade started at 11 a,m: Swespatakes winner
mas the Willits Firme Department Auwxdiliary with
thair Skunk Train. Fimst in the Junier Divisien

went to Job's Daughters.

Follie Corbott had the Alr Force Band from
Hamilton Field marching in the parade and they
also played at the rodae,

Thome: ware two barbecuss - one by Willits Foat
17L, American Legion, and the cthar by the
Willits Horsemen's Association,

Juna Dartow was dance chalman and arranged two
dances at the park pavilion, one with music by
The Knighta, and the other with misic by Ralph
Ramoon, June Partor was also gecretary of Frontier
Days and Cayls Hunt was treasurar,

The carnival was set up nett to the Purity atore
on Zast Commercial Streets

0irls" barrel racing a3 added this year and tharo
wan a higl dive from an airplane by Potor Corrmutti,

Frontier Tays showed a profit this year.




1500 Orand Marshall Ethel Clatty

1960 Grand Marshall Ethel Clatty 127
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Jim Mcleal was chosen president of this 1961 Frontisr Days
;:nl' and Ormnd Marshal was Robert Hamilton of Surmybrook
nokie

Ethel Clatty originated a contest for frontier-typs drasses:
dance hall, fancy dresc, or everyday working calico dresa,

ladies were required to wear dresses Satumday, Sunday,
Monday and Tugesday during Frontier Dava celobmtion., Firmb
prize was 328; sesond prize 5153 thind prize S10; material
from the Fabrie Shop for the best dressed, Winners wers!
Sheary Mahan, first; Ura. Leo Persico nnd Sherrill Kaser
tied for manner-up.

Sweatheart contestants were Karen Hunter and Mardi Wilson.
Mardi Wilson won the titls and was ermemed at the Coronation
Ball by Dick 'ildberger, lander of the Blaclwells on Sonday
night at the dance. Both dances were handlad by the Marri-Zds,
Winic Senday was by the Blackwells - lionday by Falph Fawuon,

Winnera in the Sweotheart Contest dmwing: firmet - Jim Deffendnll-
free vacation trip for two; second = Clin - 3100 savings
bondj third threagh tenth winners reveived $25 bond each = Fred
Wolff'y F.H. Shorman, Dick Meyer, O'Eean and Wabater, Eureka;

C.F. Ealoney of Spy Rock, A.P, Wilson of Ukiah, B.F. Branspert,
and Jim Jennings.

Famda winners war Senlor division floats: Willits Fire
Dgpartment Aux ; Timst place with thoir Chapel at Asti;
second wag Willits iness and Professional Women's Club;
third was St, Jomm's Intheran Church,

dJunior Float winners: Job's Daughters, first; Willits
Campfire Uirls, second; Willits Cirl Scouts, third,

There was poor attendance at Llm rodeao on Uonday tut the
socond day had a capacity crowd - 3,000 in altendanca,

The barbecuze was held both days in the Recreation Grove
with the Willita Fost 17k, American Legion in charge.
The meat was cooked in a pit behind the Veterans' Building,

Hroctors wers Aoland Williams, Falph laswell, and Faris
“hitney. M¥el Clatty was again goneml mamager. Merrill
Willisms was first vice president; lae Farsice, Jr., second
vice president; John Stansberry, thimd vico prosident;

Lols Mshan, sscretary; Cayle Hunt, publicity.

Concessions were handled by Hed Allyn with the help of

the Dilitantes, Jim Deffendall and Dick Wilson helped in

bho Sweotheart Contest, Florsnce Persico was track seorstary,
President UcNeal first sugpested giving monay to the eity if
the show is a success, to bo oarmarked for new industry.
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The Sweetheart this year of 1982 received a $35.00 formal
gem and 575,00, First runner-up rocoived a corsage and
0E0,00 = and second runner-ur received a corsage and £25.00.

Sweothoart comtastanto were Kristin Feteraon, Fort Zrapgm;
Linda Allen and Mark Daslkam. Linda Allen won the titlas
and was corenated by dartha liae Kelton, a Sweetheart of
earliesr daya,

Ferneth Jamieson mas chairman in 1962, assisted by Logan
Anker ag Oweetheart Chairman) Falrh Rsasoner as mesbership
chairman; John A. Brown, parade chaimman; Falph lagwell,
parade director; Pill Blunck, physical directar, aidsd by
James Trepin, Louis Bertain, John Roberts, and Fred Van
Hebber, and Eddis Andersen, advisor to the parade comittee,

Volunteers of the Young Women's luild of the Mothodist Church
were in charge of records and assisting as secretaries.

Bill Blunck was Orand Marshal of the parade and trophies
ware made by CLiff Wynkoop.

Black Jack Wayne and his O-plece orchestm Ehﬁd for the
dance and ha was also honomry grand marshal,

Robert Faymond Willits, a relative of Hiram Willits, donated
a gold and silver helt buckls, engraved "T411its 1942" o
John Browno as pamede chalrman as an anmal awarmd,

The mter Light between Willits and Fort Bragg was won by
the Willita Firs Department.

City Councilmen voted 3500 to Frontier Days for materials
and repairs on the rodec standa, which are city property.
An anonymoun donor gave 157 gallons of paint to ba used

on the rodeo grounds.

Farade winnars in tha senior division ware:

Fromtiar Twirlars, Tirst; Willits BPW, second; Willits Fim
Dopartment Auxiliary, third. Junior division: Campfimre
Girls, first; Willita Junior Horsemen, second; Mational
Rifls Assccimtion, third,

Sweatheart Linda Allen rode in 4 convertible belonging to
M%ﬂ. Princeases and Martha Mae Kelton followed
a ;] »

Frontier Days cleared §5,000., amd the Recreation Fund waa
started. Also, $2,000 was spent for lighting at the rodeo
grounds,

The Frontier Twirlers, winning first place in the pamde,
retamed the win money to Frontier Days to go to a recroation
fundl




1963

SWEETHEART

Susan Fonsen
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Lou Jamess, plonear resideont of Shorwood [oad who fis A1
years old, rode his own horse as Orand Farade Marshal the
moming of the Fourth of July, 1963....tha 3Tth year for
Froptior Days with a Diamond Jubiles theme, It was
Willits® T5th anniversary.

Farade Chairman was Carl Gallups, who received a buckle of
bumiahed gold and silver, awarded by mancher liohart
Willits, who bestowed a similar buckle on John DBrewn in
1562,

Konnoth Jamieson mas Frontior Days presidaont.

swaatheart candidates ware Sharon MoCinnds, Susan
Fongon, and Janie Swopo, Susan Fonsen wan namod
Swaotheart.

Soma of the parade winners were: lovelty Jr., Fete
ifhelele and Joe Cemnttoj Clatiy kido, Bost antigue

auto, Bornis Yoodmff, lst and 2nd. Commercial, Willits
Greamery, Cox Motors, U.3. Navy, John Ardana, Club Float
Sr'ey Willits Fire Department Auxiliary, Frontier Twirlers,
Byginoss and Professional Women's Club, Matched pair,
Jiteve and Nina Tharp. Youngest Rlider, Kim Clsary, Debbie
Lauffer. Club Fleat Jr., Campfire Cirls-Dluebimds, armd
Job's Dauphters, DBest Vorking Cowboya. Bruce Burton,

Gary Anderson, Best Working Cowgirls, Catherine funderman,
Elaine Jamen, Mary Burris, Farade Horae,; Linda Taughlin,
Roy Moden, Heathsr Homard. Fanoh Group, Jack Tharp Family,
W1lits Ranch, Lewffer Family.

Cottangeed Clark and his Chamnel 2 orchestra furmished some
vary dancsable music at the Frontier Days dance at the mark
mavilion the hight of July 3rd.

i faature af thiz vearts Froantiar Days celshratisn was tha
Damored Jubilse progmm covors that were on tho roden progmrs
gold by the Willits Oirl Scouts at both the rodeos.

In addition to containing the lins-ups for sach performance,
the progrums, done in bright red and blue on a shiny cover atock,
will serve as souvenirs of Willita' 75th anniversary.

The oonosasion stands woro handled by tho Farsmt Taschara
Association umder the direetion of Mre. Blanche Jay,
president of the PTA. An art show at tho rodeo grournds
was conducted by the Tillits Art Aszociation with EBaa

For 1963 Directors were falph laswell, John Brown, Logan
Anker, Lao Persizo, Don Fonsen, derrill Willigms, and
Halen Wirta.




Sue Handaway
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In 196k, the Sweetheart candidates were Linda Lipary,
Sue Hardaway, Iuann Womacott, Della lang, and
Amnnetts Clancip, Marge loore was in charge,

Sup Hardaway was Sweetheart for the 30th Prontier Days
celebration. Famade larshal was Jos Daupherty, Director
of tha 3an Fmnoilseo Boya Club Band, shich was the
highlight of ths pamado, Tha year bafore they nlayed

at the World's Fair in Seattls,

Tha Fortels provided the muaic and Bd Burton was Rater
af Ceramonies for the Fed, Vhite and Blue Dance at the
park mavilion.

A major fasture of the parada, which had 5,1:.'1:]{5 apectators,
was the precise San Francisco Boys Jlub Band, in tailored

Hoyal blue and whits unifomms, parforming near tha haad of
the parade,

Winnars were: Club Flcat Sr.= Fost 17L American legion,
Frontisr Twirlers, Firemen's Auxiliary,

Club Flsat Jr, = Lo Tiel Theta Hho Cluhb,
Commercial Parent: Willits Creamery's Clover Brand float.

Commercial Loeal - Willits Fibrios, Brooktmils Lodpe,
Pyrifty Cantar,

Mounted Drill Team - The Thest Riders, Willits Junior fiorsenan.
High School Band - Willita High.

Neowwlty Sr. = Shifter's Car Club's mapgnificemt "double-hoader®
car; Ukiah Fire Department; Frank Boomer,

Novalty Jr. - Brookside Summer School; the Willits Hill Bilides
{Mal, kousey, John end Jan Clstty); and largaret Smith and
Donleey s

Youngest Best Dressed Cowbey - Cary Willits,

Yourg:eat Bast Dressed Cowgirl - Judy Wist, Janet Rist, Him
Claary.

Bost Rellglous Float = First Assembly of God Church.
latchad Fadr = Yed Willigms and Joen Simonsens

Ticket sellers wors Virginis Ciancie, “lave Whitney, and
Eaybara Hacagno,
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The theme of the 1965 show was Pionooring to Frograss.

Ddrectors this year were liznk lane, Merrill Williams,
Ted Vien, Eddin Andarson, Panl Davis, John Brown, Deon
Fengen, John 3tangberry, Carl De Hego, K.C. Johnaon,
Carl Gallups, lee Fersico, logn Ankor, Jim Donaldann,
Uordon Iane, Ethel Clatty, Al Canepa, Jr., Fon Woodruff,
Jack Riddle, and Elvim Schlichten.

Chairmen wars sat up:

Whiskerine Contest = Gordan lane

Swastheart Contest - Jim Donaldson

Uombership Dydva - Falph laswell and Calen Hathaway

Farada Chairman = A1 E-'.I.l'l-ﬂ'l:“; JI'-, on behalf of the
Willits Chambar of Commores

Smaothoart was Sharen Baker.
Crand Marsful was Leandro Persico.

Ten ushersttes helped tut at the rodeo, all from the
Willits High School. This year Frontier Days joined
the Weatern Falra Association.

President of Frontier Days for the year was Kennoth
Jamisaon; Falph laswall, first vice president; fay
Burris, second vice president; Golon Hathamay, sescra-
tary; f'h:l-lla Stomger treasure® until his resigmation
at which time Jim Donaldson bacame treasurer,

Andy Amgbaugh again furnished the atoek for the rodao
and ths carnival mag Roberts Amusement Camival. Black
Jagk Wayne played ths music for the danca.

In the membership drive $900 came into the troasury,
Profit for the ysar's ghow was 5950,
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Leslie Cogbuwn
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Frontisr Days sntersd into an agraamant this year
of 1966 with the City of Willits for redon grouncs
rental and for new atandn.

loslis Cogburn was Swostheart and Jim Denaldison
was in charge of the Sweetheart contast,

A1l officars end directors wera re-olected from
last year's lineup. Advertising was handled by
Loian Hahan.

Crand Marshal was Frank Peterson.

Pricon remained the same as the previous year
and Frontier Days was again & mamhar of tha

Tastern Fairs Association. Exception: BBEQ now 52,70.

In 1766, Frontier Days presented the City of
Willita with a choock for $6,30L.76. The check
wag printed on a huge sheet cf plywosod and
given to Mavor Leo Hulett as a representative
af the eity. This wap tn go tomard the cost of
the swimming pool which was built on the
Willits High School grounds.

Frontiasr Days directors discussod the possibility
of having tha Willita Rotary Club take over the
operation of Frontier Days and also the possibility
of not having & rarade this year, but naithar oma
cama about,



Congreasman Donald Claugen, Sweetheart Laslie Cogbumn, and Assssblyman
Frank Balotti

Bank af Amarica

13
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Laft to right: Jim Donaldson, Oalen Hathamay, Kemneth Jamisasem,
for Frontier Dayn, and Mayor Iee Halett for the

Oity of Willits



SHESTHEART

JoAnn Schloapel
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The Llst sanme) Frentier Days in 1967 was presided ever
by Oalen Hathaway as prosidant and the theme wun Westemn

Frograna,

Frank Doomer was in the parade as a North Amgrican Flains
Indian, dressed in Indian clothes ha had made himself,
Juat aa the Indians would have done, from killing tha
deer to tamnning the hide and sewing it together. His
pants and tunic wers made of tanned sidns, He cut ard
made the fringe himsell and beaded the bands an hia
outfit. The breatplate on his cheat was made of Lulffale
bonea. He also made the eagle feathsr headdress and
moccasina of tanned skina,

The Clant Cowboy over 20 feet tall at the rodeo grounds
amtrance was fumished by Phillip's 66 Sarvice amd
Phillips Fotroloum plant.

Barbara Hamilton and Helen Hunt were co-chalmmen of
the Sweetheart Contest, spensored by the Republican
Womeni'as Club. OSwestheart contastanta were Faren Kazer,
Mary Burris, Joann Schleogel, and Judy Kisling.

JoAnn Schloegel was Sweetheart and Mary Burris was
first mmner-up,

Firmt plaoo in the Senior Float Division of the pamde
was the Willits Fire Department Auxiliary.

Farede darshal was Prescott Sullivan, San Francisco
nowspapor columiast.

The Whiskerino Contest was headsd by COordon Lane, who
got up clasaificatiomn: chops, handletwra, Van Dyka,

Tull beard, trim, amxl novelty.

Bill landis of 2an Joss, outstanding tull fighter, was
rodeo clown, Bucking stock came from Andy Amsbaugh of
Nodosto.

Directors in 19457 were Al Canepa, Jr,, Merrill Williams,
Faul Davisa, Gaorge Einonid, Carl Unllupa, Ralph Iagwall,
RBay Burris, Lois Mshan, Ted Vieu, Ed (ullaette, and Graoe
Laawell.

The Boy Scouts were in charge of parking; Lois Mahan
handlod the adwertising. At the gatos solling tickota
ware Jim Tocher, Virginia Ciancio, and Wave Whitnay.

e of the dance bands was Fred Hemphill's "The
FPinkertons."
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Grand Marshal of the 1968 Fromtier Days was Dom
Colaman, former World's Champion Cowboy.

Owewtheart contestants Clydean Smith and Bobbis
Burris competed for the title and first place
wont to Clydeen Smith, The contest was headed
by Harbara Hamilton of the FRapublican Womom,

Hob Gmves of C & B Motors donated a 1968 Dateun
pickup &8 & door prize for a luoky ticket holder
at the final westermn dance of the celshbmiion,
It was won by lrs, Marvin Besrs.

Big attractions wore the Campions, colorful
precision drill group from Janta Rosa, who wers

in the pamde, and the Sing (ut, Santa Rosa Touth
Group which performed before and during the parde.

Whiskerine Chairman was Gordon Lana.,

Eodeo stock came from Andy Amsbaugh, and the
carnival was from Anbarts imizemant Coopany,

Hore than LD? persuns attendsd the Lions Club
Breakfast,

Cfficora for the yoar wers (alen Hathamy,
président; Xen Jamdeson, first vice presidont;

lea Fersico, second vice president.

idded attmctions this year were a Fanily
Hight Pionic at Srooktrails and a street dance
in the parking lot at tha Purity stors, on
East Commercial Strest.

Directors ware Ethel Clatty, Burris, Merrill
Williams, George Kineaid, Faul Javis, Ted Vieu,
Falph Laswell, L.U. Holder, Barbara Hamiltonm,
Mac Ingraham, and Rsbert Dibhls,




SWEETHEART

¥ousey Clatty
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Grand Marshal in 1%6% was Teah Martin, champion treil horse
rider, and Sweetheart waa her granddaughter Yousey Clattyr,

Runnerg-up in the Sweethsart contest were Fatti Puschman
of Willits and Karen Roark of Ukinh. Famads Director wags
Jim Donaldson. Sweetheart Director: Parbara Hamilton.

Tho Campions, national champion drill teem from Santa Rosa,
again parformeed precision drill maneuvers along tho route
of march in the pamde, and the "biggest crowd aver" -
estimated at many thousands, watched the parade.

The Willits High Sehool Band was supposed to march but at
the last minute the music was gupplisd by the Willits
Summor School Band.

Fire Chisf Robert Algott announced that thia year thore
would be no firecrackers, and no £ireworica,

The barbeouns was handlsd by the Aotary Club and the
Cowboy Dreakfast by the Liona Club,

Tha Willita Junior Horsemen sponsored a pymkchana two
days at the rodeo grounds.

Onampionship stock was provided for the rodec by Andy
Amsbauph again this year,

The Fetaluma Junior Riders did a- drill lasting 12 minuten
in the ramde. Farade judges were Dob Punnings, Jack Iundt,
and Jim Rica,

Rodeo admissions were raised to 32.50 genamal and 33,20 far
box seats, Ken Jamisson, Virginia Ciancio, and Wave Whitnay
ware on the pato.

Le¢ Perasico, Jr., mas Frontier Days president; OGsorge Kineaid,
first vice president; Jack Tharp, second vice president;
Gmoa Iaswall, treamurer, and Ga Hathaway, secretary,

Dirsctors wers Francis Porre, Ken Janisson, Ted Vieu, Graoco
laswell, Ralph Iaswell, Fay Durris, Faul Davis, Gaorge Kincaid,
Les Farsico, Marrill Williams, Jim Donaldson, Bob Chase, Jra,
Hob Whittakor, Parry Smith, Barbarn Hamilton, K,O, Johnaon,
Lloyd Elliott, Galen Hathaway, Jaok Tharp, Chuck Persico, Carl
Gallups, Don Beach, and Eddia Bean,
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Eam Unizn
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The contilmiing success of Willits Frontier Days fs =
tributs to the men whe began it all back in 1926. It
in now called the oldost comtinuous rodoo in the wast,

This vear of 1970 saw lee Persico again as the Frantisr
Rroup's president.

Sweetheart contestants under tho chalrmanship of Barham
Hamilton were Fam Maiwe, Virginig Wilices, and Shirley
Lowin.

Hanm laize became IDwestheart.

Dal-_irlu Iamonina, quartarback for the (ekland Haiders,
was Orand fhrai'ﬂ.l Daapite some difficulty with the
horse, Lamonica made it through the parade with a
1ittle help from friends. He was introduced as Dave
Iamoniea, Evidently ths annoancar knew more about
horses than Lootballl

Parade Chairmen were Gordon CGebhardt with Carl Gallupa,
Jim Dopaldaon and the Willits Jaycess,

Algo taking Emﬂ. in the parade wore our Unitod States
Congreasman Donald Clausen and Califomda Stats
Assemblyman Frank Belotti.

Prizos woro provided by the Willits Chambor of Cormerce
for thae best window and dress displays. Lanay's

Dresa Skop wen first place feor window displays, best
depiocting the thama "Frontinms of tha Futura,”

The Bank of America won firet place for the best
intarior display.

Clydeen Smith, Trontisr Days Sweetheart in 1960, was choaan
Mas Blue Pacific fodeo Queen on May 29 at ths Gov Mlace.
dhe then went on to compete for Uiss Rodeo of Califomia
in Sscramento in October. OClydesn 1s the deughter of

Ur, and Mra. Ferry Smith of Willita.

This year the stands were mised three feet for better
viewing at the roden grounds,

Directors this year were Cordon Cgbhardt 'Ih-arin.gnr,
Val Drvden, Bob Williams, Carl Callups, ’Euy Burris, Ls
Parsico, George Hincaid, Barbara Hamilton, Ted Viem, lhl:l
Ingraham, Harrill Williams, Galan Hathaway, Ben MoMakin,
L.C. Holder, Glann Swope, and Chuck Persico.

Peta Potarson providad ambulanca sorviece for tho rodeo.
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In 1971, three local girls announced their candidacy for
Sweathearbk: Yarparet Smith, daughter of I, and Urs. Xanneth

Q. Smith; Billisn Undorhill, daughtar of Ur, and Urs, Willdiaxm

glﬂu'hﬂl, and Debbie Fischor, daughtor of lir. and krs. J.7.
ischer.

Margarot Smith won the title of Sweetheart. Sarbama Hamilton
wWad agaln in charge of the ocontasat,

The cutting horse competition was brought back, unde= ths
auspices of the Pacific Coast Cutting Howse Association,

The Willits Jaycees handled the parade with larry Bussard
and Carl Gnllups in charge,

Mike Degianc, fomer Grand Marshal in 1960, added a Spanish
flavor to the parmdo riding his Falomino in his beautiful
allver atiire as Don Oaspar de Portola,

Gun Fighter for Hire, a fast-draw exhibition as misht have
basan seen in shoot-outs and barroom brawls, was ataged by
Fhil and Mike Hughes and Z4 Drew,

Ecotty Turner, secretary—sanager of tho Hodwood Bupire Fair,
was amnouncer for the rodeo attended by & near-record high
of 3,500 parosonas on the Feurth of July,

John Samuels, Demnny YcEntire, Bob Potty, and Robart Thrillkill,
warTe winners in the Whiskerino Cantest,

Sidnoy's won tha contast for the bast westermn stors decor.
Boy Scouts took charge of marking amd selling programa.
Iho Soroptimist Club of Willits was organized in April of
this year under Freaident Carloy Chaso and handled the
concessions at the rodeo for Frontler Days along with

tha Sipma (mepa Sorority,

Grand Marshal of the pamde s Ed Hart, nowscaster from
KRl toleviaion station.
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SWZETHEART

Paulatte Willcutt
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Harvey Sawysrs, Willits rancher and Supervisor of the Third
Matrict, was Ormnd darohal of the Froantinr Days parade in 1972,

All-Hound Covbay was Jeff Barmby of Sacramento. Stock was
furnished by Andy Amsbaugh.

Puturn Farmers of America showed their stock bshind thp grand-
stands and some of the featumes of the show were a junior rodec
and the ratum of the cutting horses.

Hanl Barr and tha "Black Powder Cang" ataged saveral ggn Tighta
at the rodeo. Donald Jiroch ran a scale model "Wells
from the depot tn the miseum and rodes grounds,

Thin year tha Swesthsart Contest was ored by tho Kiwanis
Club of Willita and the winner was T te Willcut. Nanners-up
meie Fam MeCaa, Kathy Kroh, and Denise Brimhall. These girla
sold 35,067.50 in tickets to Frontier Days eventa.

Tha theme of this year's celsbraticn was "Days of Yesteryear."

Pamda wimmara wara: Frontier Twirlers for club flpat ssaniorj
Willits Summer School for club float junior; 12th District Fair
for c¢lub float commerclal: Frank Boomer as a Plains Indian for
novelty: Vielky Huffman and lao Vharten for best dressed.

Willits merchamts had bubtons that mad, "Willita Frontisr Ihj':.'
Bi11 Cbershaw and lir, Borman (trainer) put on a police dog show.

In parly 1572, ropresentativea of the varioun sarvice eluba
docided that 50Z of the 1971 profits, or 3850,50 would be get
up in a special account for Willits Frontier Daya 50th year
{1976) and that the same thing should be done with profits
for the naxt four yorrs, The remaining 8850,50 went toward
gomplation of the cetagon building at the recreation grove.
CUlubs represented were Soroptimist, Chamber of Commarca,
Licns, Kimanis, and Fotary, asz well as Frontler Daya.

Ona of the highlights of tho pamads this year wan the
12th Maval District Band. Val Dryden, with the Jaycesa,
handled the parde,

David Froat was clown for tho Junler Eodeo.

In lewember of 1972 vepresentatives of the Soreptimists, BRY,
Chacbar of Comms—ce, Lions, Ximanis, Potary, X! Omicorn Ahe,
PTA, ard Frontier Days votad 4o oot aside &F:En for building a
sacond barbecue pit at the recreation grove. 35200 was given
£n 1tha Chamber of Coemerce for the Christmas decorating comtest
and the rest rnoma st the recreation gprove got (549, Bnif of
Lha 1972 prafits, or $1,179.00 - went toward the S0Eh year -

& fumd now Lotaling $2,029.00.

argo Staga"
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Melvin Dink
CCA All Around Champion Cowboy
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Jan Clatty was proclaimnd Swontheart of Frontier Days in 1973,
making the Clatty sisters, Mousey and Jan, ithe cnly sisters
ever to be Jwesthearts in tha history of Frontder %ﬂ.
Vousey Clatty was Swostheart of Frontier Days in 1969.

Runners-up ware Cindy Jenkina, Bormie Corley, Denise Erimhall,
and Jennie Johnston.

This year for tha first time the Sweethoart Conteot was
so-ordinated by the Soroptimist Club of Willits, with
Collesn Smith and Ernestine Porro in charge, This group
started the anrmal Swestheart Dinnar this yeoar,

Fano Bartolomie, Sheriff of Mendocino County, was Crand
Marshal of the parade and Gall and Scotly Tumer announced.

Tho Cotting Horse event was co-sponsored by Chet Dennls of
Healdsburg and Jack and Jane Mandt of Potter Vallaey.

Ise Farsico, Jr.:, was president of Frontier Dnya in 1973;

Ted Tieu end George Kincaid, vico presidents; Ualsn Hathaway,
recording secretary; Uike Kostanecki, correaponding secretary;
Fred Steele, treasuver, and Nerrill Williams in charge of tmck

evertta,

A froe stroet dance was held at North Main Street with live
misio. Location was Gregg's Wolverine.

Profits in 1973 were reportod to be larger than any othar
year, Tha barbacue served 2,262 persons. Funds in the
amount of $2,11% - to be matched by the city — wWere st
agide for & Conmnity Tot lot to bo made in the City Fark,

Thara was no FThiskerino Contest this year.

parade award
in 1573 for
Toungeat
Conboy."

Shown hara
with his
mother,
Clydesn,

formaer
Syoplhorrt.




Those are Frontier Days?! only asister-Swecthearts. Left to

right! Mousey Clatty, 1969, and Jan Clatty, 1573, shom
with thoir oother, Ethel.



FIRST AINUAL SUEETHEART DINNER

Formar Sweathearts, laft to vight: JoAnn Schlospal, laslie
Shuster, Clydean Dick, Ususey Clatiy, and Kam lniza,



STEETASART

fathy Persico
1567



¥athy Fersico, granddaughter of loe and Florence Fersico, who bhave
baen in Fromtler Daya for many years; won the title of

Sweetheart of Frontier Days for the year 197h. Tha

contest was again handled by the Soroptimist Club of

W1l4ts. Rnnars-up were Debbis Gofarth and Bobbie Belvin.

Dr. Fobert Smalley was Crand Marshal of tho pamda thia
year. The theme for the show was "Fride in our Flonsarg”
as suppested by Arlsne Wear, Famde Chairman was Francis
Forro.

Barbare Hamilton and Florence Persico handled the book work for
trmck sevents, dirsctad by Marrill Williams, Arana events
ware under the supervision of Cmock Persico.

E.0, Smith mas in charge of the cutting horsea, and two of then
wWarsa rnpm*'l'.ui to ba rated in the tep ten in the mation,

laa Parsico was president of Frontier Davs; Ceorge Kincaid and
Ted Vieu, vico presidents; Bstte Haino and Joanna Kostanecki,
sporetaries, and Frad Steols, treasurer.

The barbecue fed 2,L00 persons and between it and the Cowbaoy
Ereakfast a good profit was made.

Tho Swoothoarts alomne sold ticketa to Fromtier Uays events
in the amount of §6,£85,25,

Frank Boomar




Preaicant

Len Porales
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Lorraine Sculliasre was named Swectheart of Frontier Days in
1775 in the contest again conducted by the Soroptimist
Internationel Club of Willlls, chalred by foberta Yolkum,.

funnera-up wers Dobbls Sonpger, Shannon Fhillips, and Sharon
Andersone

With a theme of "This is My Country,"” tho parade vas said to
ba one of the beast, though there wWere neo bands to provide
FEi0.

Grand Marshal was Willian (BI111) Pullon, who has been active
in Frontisr Days for many vears.

During this year, Frontier lays retired the old Amerigan flag
that has flown over thelr activitlos to the Hendecine County
Museum, directly acrcss tne street from the rodeo grounds,
there to be on display,

At work in the ticket booths were Virginia Ciancie, Betty
Akina, and Alita Persico. Dance Chairman waz Frank Boomer.
Farede chainwen were Francis Forro and Carl Gallupa,

Flans were already undemay this year for the 1976 Frontier
Dayn 50-year colobration.
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1976

SWEETHEART
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sodallion designed by W,P. "Duaty® ‘hitney 1L,
foarth genomtlon mombar of Frontisr Days family
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1926 = WILLITS FRONTIER DAYS SWEETHEARTS - 1976

1926 - None

1527 = Marie Schloegel Novaglia . +» o« « San Rufeel, Califomnia
lﬂﬂ = Martha Mae Warmar Kelton & i B @ mli“, California
1929 - lsla Butts - deaceased

1930 = NHone

1931 = MNone

1932 - Enola UcKenzip Reed

1933 = Betty Akins

1934 - Amy Oardner - deceansd
1935 = Jammn Pedronealli Serventl
1936 - Elizaboth Wendt Ferguson
1937 = Aliea Gibellini Wade
1938 - Dorce Brown - deceassd
1979 - Ernestine Castessl DaBoar
1940 = Evalyn Robley Bergson
191 = Paulins Standlay Peres
1942 = Melba Dempaay Lewis

1943 = Ann Cox MeCinnis

194l - Anna Ford Hardwick

12458 - 1411dan Kroh Nolan

19L6 = Ogorgla Stovall Welch
1847 = amn Crabtres Honderson
1918 = Lillian Kreh Nolan

19Ly - Betty Magt Campbell

1950 = Wanda Iane Johnaton

1951 - Cretchen Mallen Weber
1952 - Yvonne Dussecau Leever
1953 = Olaire Huffman Fobertson
195k = Joan Neary Olapham

1955 = Shirley Marritt DaTata
1956 = Betty Ann Stansberry Erbes
1957 - Fatrieia Morsno Door
1958 - Latha Schumaker Wiley
1959 = Marian Whitley Ireland
1960 = Carel Collisr MoClandon
1561 = Mardi Wilson Hintom

1962 - Lindas Allen Banks

1963 = 3nman Fonsen Neilnon

196h = Sue Hardaway

1965 - Sharon Baker Blacknall
1966 = Laglia Coghurn Shuster
1967 = Joann Schloagel

1968 - Clydean Smith Dick

1969 = Housey Clatty

1970 - Kam Maize Ialaguna

1971 - largaret Smith

1972 = Faulette Willecutt Sundahl
1973 = Jan Clatty

197 = Eathy Paraico

1975 = lorraine Soullisre

1976

. Albany, Oregon
« Sacramento, California

-
-
-

. Willite, Califormia
« laytomville, California
. Willits, California

«Walmut Creek, Califommia
Santa Fosa, Califormia
¥ontaray, Galifornia
Santa Rosa, Califormia
Willits, California
Thitmors, Califormia
Anchorage, Alaskn
UTM’ E‘]ﬂﬂmj‘
Anderson, California
Anchorage, Alagka
Cloverdale, Califormnin
Ukiah, Californis
Fullerton, California
Fale Alto, California
Fort Ermgg, Califernia
Altadena, Californis
Loa Gatos, Ualiformia
Santa Rosa, California
San Isandro, Califomnia
Mrney, California
Willits, California
Cemp Springs, Maryland
Sante Roga, California
Minden, Nevada
Healdsturg, California
Chestar, California

h lake Tahos, Califormnia
Willits, California
Willits, Califomia
Lakeview, Dregon
#illits, California
Red Bluff, California
Redding, Califormnia
Wliits, Califomia
Willits, Cslifornia
Wiliits, California
Willlts, California
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1974 FRONTIER DAYS OFFICERS AND CHAIRFERSONS
ficars:

les P, Porsico, President (seven ysars)
Gaorge Kincade, First Vice-Prealdent
Marlena Brown, 3Second Vice-Frasidonmt
Betty Fains, Secretary

Fred Stanls, Tressurer

Chairpersons:
Track Evonta: Barbara Hamilten, Florence Persico, laandro Peralco.
Apera Diractor: Cluok Persice

Sweetheart Oontast: Sorcptinmist Intermational of Willits
follesan Smith, Ernestine Forro

famdat Francis J. Porre — Carl Gallupe
Danaat Frank Boomer

Cutting Horse Bvents: .0, 3mith

Pabliaodity: Lois Mahan, News Ventures

THEME: THIS IS MY GOUNTHY

Ten sventful days are planned for the 1576 Frontier Days - ten daya
aof riding, m’.‘ﬂ‘--lnl‘d“linq danoes, barbacsuas; camival, Ipu-‘.‘.ili
shows and programs... all for thas grsat 50th celebratien - from Juns
26 to July 5 4in 1976.

SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM PHESIDENT LEE FERSICO

This book in itaelf is an outstanding tribute to the Willits community
and te the Frontier Days calebration. The tremendous effort spent in
ressarch and compiling is indicative of the spirit that has made 1t poasible
for ths colebration to sucoeasfully continue for 50 years.

T fasl a desp personal satisfaction in Frontier Days for I've boon a
part of it most of my life, thanks to my parents, who got me invelved at an
early ags, I've also besn & Direotor and for tho past seven years, the
Proaident. Mamy peopls losk upon Frontier Days as a tima of homecoming,

a reason to rPeturmm to Willits and renew friondahips. By coatinuing this
ealobration we provide our youngar generation with an historical Frontler
Days, brimsing with & colorful past and an unlinited future.

1 commend the many people and organizations who have gupported thin
show. A special thanks to the Soroptimist Intemational of Willits for
this book and to those who provided pictures and information for it.

To the paopla of Willits and Idttls Lake Vallay - thia is your show -
enjoy it, love it, and hand it on .....

Ta=s Bared oo
155~ S = 483

#11its Frontisr Days, Inc., P.0. Box 800, Willits, Calif. 95450
Hoae of the oldast cootinucus redeo in the State of Califomia






